CHAPTER 15
GOD’S MISSION: Welcoming Home the Lost

Chapter Fifteen contains three unique parablessisl They are woven together |
a common theme: God has come to search, find afwbme home those who ar
lost. These parables proclaim the compassion@ndfjGod’s hope for all His son:
and daughters. They emphasize the true missitrtosé called to guide His people.

These parables are directed to the religious Isanfefesus’ day and to the Church of every gemerati
The pervasive message is that God is compassibegtend all measure. His deepest joy is expressed
when those considered lost are found and welcometeh The religious leaders of Jesus’ day do not
have hearts of mercy. They consider themselvadigas and proper. They feel that any sinner is
contaminated and avoid any association with thelneyTdo not see their own sinfulness. They do not
acknowledge God’s great desire to reach all. Tdheyot share in God’s joy. Jesus tells these three
parables in response to the Pharisees questshy do you eat and drink with tax-collectors and
sinners?”

PARABLE OF THE LOST SHEEP: Lk. 15: 1-7.

15:1 Now all the tax collectors ! and sinners were coming 2 to hear him. 15:2 But 3 the
Pharisees ? and the experts in the law ®> were complaining, ¢ “This man welcomes ’ sinners
and eats with them.”15:3 So 2 Jesus? told them!® this parable: ' 15:4 “Which one *? of you,
if he has a hundred 12 sheep and loses one of them, would not leave the ninety-nine in the
open pasture ! and go look for!® the one that is lost until he finds it? 1 15:5 Then !’ when
he has found it, he places it on his shoulders, rejoicing. 15:6 Returning '® home, he calls
together *° his 2 friends and neighbors, telling them, ‘Rejoice with me, because | have
found my sheep that was lost.” 15:7 | tell you, in the same way there will be more joy in
heaven over one sinner 2! who repents than over ninety-nine righteous people 2 who have
no need to repent.

Day 1:

1. What is surprising or unique about this parable?

2. Have you ever been lost as a child? What wadike?

or Have you ever had a child under your care wandeaway? What did you do?
What was it like?

3. What does this parable say about God?

| |




God the Good Shepherd:

Throughout the Old Testament God is portrayed asepherd.
One who will gather the scattered faithful and l&a&in to justice
and peace. Jesus’ parable emphasizes a new domeoisihis
theme. God whole-heartedly seeks out sinnersdthvd® are lost
and do not experience His love nor His way) andhdsithem
home. Also, it reveals what gives God profound j@jhose who
are found and return to God fill up His heart.

The commitment of the shepherd to leave the 99redcsheep to
search out the one stray becomes the basis forjayiel
celebration.

- The message could not be clearer or more encowgradiiot only
Heatshe @l does God compassionately seek out sinners, theecsion of one
brings great joy to God. Such is the Reign of @Gt Jesus calls
all to. Such is the mission of all who experie’s mercy.

PARABLE OF THE LOST COIN: Lk 15: 8-10.

15:8 “Or what woman, if she has ten silver coins # and loses  one of them, 2 does not

light a lamp, sweep ¥ the house, and search thoroughly until she finds it? 15:9 Then %
when she has found it, she calls together her 2 friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice 3
with me, for | have found the coin3! that |1 had lost.” 15:10 In the same way, | tell you, there

is joy in the presence of God’s angels 32 over one sinner who repents.”

DAY 2:

1. Recall a moment in which you found something ingrtant to you that was
lost. How did it feel? What did you do? Who didyou tell?

2. What does this parable say about God’s attitudeowards us?

3. What does this parable say about our mission witJesus?

This second parable reinforces the first. In frasable the main
actor is a woman. As in the parable of the logephthe woman
expends much energy to find one lost silver caihen she finds
it she invites friends and neighbors to share lowr. j One
additional point is made. The great joy is notit@d to earth. It
reaches even to God’s angels in heaven.




The two parables together proclaim that throughslesission God's initiative and grace are
extended without limits. They look beyond the def&f the sinner and offer compassion to
reform. The sinner’s conversion brings the fulkiegjoy to God and to oneself. Likewise, it
brings joy to those who participate in God’s congi@sate mission.

If a shepherd and a housewife would exert suckdowver property, how much more will God
expend to recover one of us! This is Jesus’ ansovtite criticism of the scribes and Pharisees.
This is why Jesus eats and drinks with sinners.

Jesus chose two models from everyday life that dvbale rattled the sensibilities of the scribes
and Pharisees. Shepherds were considered inseymifi Because of their profession they rarely
could have fulfilled the laws of purification an@ple worship. They were considered low life.
Woman had no rights. They only had significanceelationship to their husband or father.
They are awarded first class citizenship and higteggard in Jesus’ eyes and teaching.

These first two parables emphasize God’s acti@eék out the sinner. The parable of the Lost
Son/ Extravagant Father presents the sinners’ nsgpim God’s compassionate grace.

THE PARABLE OF THE LOST SON: Lk 15: 11-32.

15:11 Then 22 Jesus 3 said, “A man had two sons. 15:12 The ** younger of them said
to his 3¢ father, ‘Father, give me the share of the estate 3’ that will belong 32 to me.’
S0 he divided his%® assets between them.?' 15:13 After?? a few days,* the
younger son gathered together all he had and left on a
journey to a distant country, and there he squandered
44 his wealth“® with a wild lifestyle. 15:14 Then ¢ after
he had spent everything, a severe famine took place in
that country, and he began to be in need. 15:15 So he

went and worked for?’ one of the citizens of that

country, who“® sent him to his fields to feed pigs. %2
15:16 He *® was longing to eat®! the carob pods 2 the
pigs were eating, but>® no one gave him anything.
15:17 But when he came to his senses ** he said, ‘How
many of my father’s hired workers have food>* enough
to spare, but here |1 am dying from hunger! 15:18 | will
get up and go to my father and say to him, “Father, |
have sinned 3¢ against heaven3’ and against® you.
15:19 | am no longer worthy to be called your son;
treat me 2 like one of your hired workers.” 15:20 So £°
he got up and went to his father. But while he was still a long way from home &! his
father saw him, and his heart went out to him; % he ran and hugged ¢ his son® and
kissed him. 15:21 Then ® his son said to him, ‘Father, | have sinned against heaven %
and against you; | am no longer worthy to be called your son.’®’ 15:22 But the father
said to his slaves, 8 ‘Hurry! Bring the best robe, %2 and put it on him! Put a ring on his
finger” and sandals ™ on his feet! 15:23 Bring 2 the fattened calf”® and kill it! Let
us eat”™ and celebrate, 15:24 because this son of mine was dead, and is alive again -
he was lost and is found!” > So’® they began to celebrate.15:25 “Now his older son
was in the field. As” he came and approached the house, he heard music”® and
dancing. 15:26 So™ he called one of the slaves 2° and asked what was happening.
15:27 The slave replied, 2! ‘Your brother has returned, and your father has killed the




fattened calf22 because he got his son 2 back safe and sound.’ 15:28 But the older
son? bhecame angry®® and refused?® to go n. His father came out and appealed to
him, 15:29 but he answered 2’ his father, ‘Look! These many years | have worked like
a slave 2 for you, and | never disobeyed your commands. Yet?? you never gave me
even a goat?® so that | could celebrate with my friends! 15:30 But when this son of
yours 2! came back, who has devoured 22 your assets with prostitutes, 2> you killed
the fattened calf2? for him? 15:31 Then2® the father2® said to him, ‘Son, you are
always with me, and everything that belongs to me is yours. 15:32 It was appropriate
97 to celebrate and be glad, for your brother 22 was dead, and is alive; he was lost and

is found.”” 22

Day 3:

1. Imagine yourself as the younger son. When in yolife have you thought,
felt or acted like him?

2. How does the younger son show his lack of lovar tis father?

3. What brings the son to repentance?

This parable is considered the crown jewel of Jpseaching. In
literature it has been proclaimed the greatestt story to be written.
It has been artistically portrayed by great pastarcluding Durer,
Rembrandt, Bassam and Van Honthorst. It has bexsepted by
renowned dramatists, choreographers, musicianggoiphers,
theologians and writers. Many themes can be dfeewn this
masterpiece. Yet the core message of this paiablear the
abundant forgiveness of God that is extended to th&nner.

“There was a man who had two sons.”

The parable presents three main players: father, theyoungest
sonand theeldest son.The father is the central figure from
beginning to end of this story. His interactioritwhis two sons
portrays his extravagant love, compassion and comenit. Both of the sons are self centered and self
absorbed. The father unconditionally loves boghgdains. It is the father’s love that calls them to
something nobler and greater. The youngest sieigified with the tax collectors and other sirmer
The eldest son is identified with the Phariseessantbes. The father in the story is identifieithwGod
the Father.




The youngest son and the father:

“Father, give me my portion of the property whick tcoming to me.”

The youngest son is selfish and greedy. His demagkb of his smallness and self-centerednessigt th
point there is not much to like about him. His @t show his utter disregard for his father. A éath
property was normally given to a son upon his dedie younger son’s request shows that he would
prefer that his father were already in the gravkewise, land was normally given to the eldest t&on
ensure that the property was not divided into spaitions. Upon receiving his portion of the
inheritance the son made a clear separation frgrfattier. The father would have no further legal
obligation to his younger son. The younger sont®as represent the sinners who publicly break away
from God.

"The youngest son sets off to a distant land andiagders his inheritance.”

The son has spent and wasted his entire fortuagoagan land. To survive he takes the most dedpicab
work available. He feeds pigs. It is more thas ihinasty job. Pigs are unclean animals to the dadis
Moslems. They are a forbidden source of food. Heeching them is repulsive. The son’s situation is
so desperate that he was at the point of eatingithie despicable food. The situation depicts ttalt
degradation that he has placed himself in. He hdsttom.

“Coming to his sense.”

The youngest son has one options; REPENTANCE. @eche no longer has any legal or familiar
claims he must agree to his father’s terms, nat ssn but as a hire worker. Not only does he net¢ ha
any legal rights to his father’s household but &lgdis own lifestyle he has become emotionally,
economically and spiritually bankrupt. He goes hameomplete humiliation.

THE FATHER’S RESPONSE: Lk. 15:20-24

15:20 So %° he got up and went to his father. But while he was still a long way from home !
his father saw him, and his heart went out to him; 2 he ran and hugged ¢ his son® and
kissed him. 15:21 Then ¢ his son said to him, ‘Father, | have sinned against heaven ¢ and
against you; |1 am no longer worthy to be called your son.’%? 15:22 But the father said to his
slaves, ¢ ‘Hurry! Bring the best robe, %2 and put it on him! Put a ring on his finger™ and
sandals ™! on his feet! 15:23 Bring ’2 the fattened calf 2 and kill it! Let us eat”™ and
celebrate, 15:24 because this son of mine was dead, and is alive again - he was lost and is

found?””® So ™ they began to celebrate

Day 4:

. Why could this parable more appropriately be entled the extravagant
father?

What does the father’s reaction to the prodigason tell you about God?

Have you been reconciled with someone who hurboy? How did it make you
feel?




“The father ran to his son, embrace his and kisskiin.”
It is the father who humiliates himself becauséefprofound
joy of seeing his son returned. The head of a famés deemed
important by the entire village. Normally, a fatledérsuch a
family would have lived in the center of the vilggather than
on the edge. Therefore, such a father could haa® Isis son a
long way off only if he was intentionally watchifgr him from
the roof of the house or at the village gate. I$ wansidered
. extremely undignified and humiliating for a marrom,
] especially to greet someone. It would be unheafdrad man to

_rr,.r‘r'—s run and greet a son who publicly insulted him. Anrsagnified
Ll ) VR his own importance by waiting or at most walkseoaive
someone. The father throws off all etiquette argtams. He takes the initiative and runs to
meet his renegade son.

Not only does the father run to welcome his sotré&ts him like a highly honored guest. The
gifts bestowed on the young man reveal a new sprigliater than the natural sonship. They
show what God bestows upon the repentant sinner.

* Robe: Dignity - the quality of his robe showed a persostatus. The best robe went to
the most honored.

* Ring: Authority — the ring identified the son as a memtfethe family with full rights
and authority.

* Sandals:Freedom — servants and slave went barefoot.

» Fatted calf: Meat was rarely eaten. A fatted calf was resefgethe most important of
events.

* Feast with music and dancingThis was on par to a wedding banquet. It was & amc
a lifetime celebration of joy and thanksgiving.

THE ELDEST SON: Lk 15: 25-32

15:25 “Now his older son was in the field. As 7 he came and approached the house, he
heard music 2 and dancing. 15:26 So ™ he called one of the slaves 2° and asked what
was happening. 15:27 The slave replied, 2' ‘Your brother has returned, and your father
has killed the fattened calf 22 because he got his son 22 back safe and sound.’ 15:28 But
the older son 2 became angry 2° and refused 2 to go in. His father came out and
appealed to him, 15:29 but he answered 2’ his father, ‘Look! These many years | have
worked like a slave 2 for you, and | never disobeyed your commands. Yet 22 you never
gave me even a goat 2 so that | could celebrate with my friends! 15:30 But when this
son of yours 2! came back, who has devoured 22 your assets with prostitutes, 2> you
killed the fattened calf 2 for him!” 15:31 Then 2° the father 2¢ said to him, ‘Son, you are
always with me, and everything that belongs to me is yours. 15:32 It was appropriate 2
to celebrate and be glad, for your brother 22 was dead, and is alive; he was lost and is
found.”” 22




Day 5:

1. How does the older son feel about his father'®sponse to his brother? Why
does he feel that way?

2. What son do you identify with more?

3. What does this parable ask from you?

1

“ His father came out and pleaded with him.”

The father goes out to this son, also and trigeetsuade him to welcome his lost brother. He
begs him to share in the great joy of his familgeelder brother makes himself a stranger in his
father’s house.

The parable was directed to men who felt like tldeiobrother. They were offended by God’s
compassion to all, especially sinners. The eldemrspresents the pious and religious ones who
remain in the father’'s house but do not feel thieefds joy and compassion. Jesus’ parable
proclaims the boundless love of God. It is Godsagilove not our own merits that justifies us
before God and embraces sinners.

“But now we must celebrate and rejoice, becausenbrother was dead and has come back to
life again, he was lost and now is found.”

The final response of the father to the eldestssons up what is in God’s heart for those
respond to his love.

In this parable Jesus lays the foundation of s@limaGod loves the sinner while he is still a
sinner, before he repents; and it is God’s loveinitdtive that makes the sinner’s repentance
possible. God is filled with deepest joy by oump@sse to his love. Likewise, He calls us to
compassion and forgiveness of one another.

This parable is considered the greatest of Jesuabies. It is the crown jewel of his preaching
and teaching. In literature it has been proclaithedgreatest short story to be written. Great
painters, including Durer, Rembrant, Bassam and Namthorst, have artistically portrayed it.
Renowned dramatists, choreographers, musiciansspphers, theologians and writers, have
presented it. Many themes can be drawn from thistenpiece. Yet the core message of this
parable is clear: the abundant forgiveness of Gatlis extended to the sinner.



