LUKE - CHAPTER 20
CLEAR AUTHORITY

Jesus has assumed possession of his “Father’s Hélesbas cleared the
temple of inappropriate activity. He has exposeddimallow leadership of
the Pharisees, scribes, and elders. He teachgw@aches to all the
people in clear daylight and in the Temple area fHEligious leaders try
to re-establish their authority by confronting J2swuthority.

DAY ONE: A question of Jesus’ Authority. (Read Lk. 20: 1-8)

20:1 Now one ! day, as Jesus 2 was teaching the people in the temple courts 3> and
proclaiming ¢ the gospel, the chief priests and the experts in the law 2 with the
elders came up ¢ 20:2 and said to him,” “Tell us: By what authority 2 are you doing
these things? 2 Or who it is who gave you this authority?” 20:3 He answered them,
10 «] will also ask you a question, and you tell me: 20:4 John’s baptism ' - was it
from heaven or from people?” 2 20:5 So * they discussed it with one another,
saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,” he will say, ‘Why did you not believe him?’ 20:6
But if we say, ‘From people,’ all the people will stone us, because they are
convinced that John was a prophet.” 20:7 So ? they replied that they did not know
15 where it came from. 20:8 Then ¢ Jesus said to them, “Neither will 1 tell you'’ by
whose authority ' 1 do these things.”

1. What gave Jesus the authority to cleanse themple of those who were defiling it?

2. The religious leaders try to trap Jesus with tair questions. Why is this trap concerning
authority so dangerous for Jesus?

3. How does Jesus trap the trappers?

The Religious leaders try to re-establish theihatty. They questioned Jesus’ authority for
cleansing the temple. Their hope was that his ansawald get him in trouble with the Roman
authorities.

Jesus refused to take the bait. Instead, he explsdty/pocrisy of the religious leaders. He questib
them,

“Tell me was John’s baptism of heavenly or human origin?”

If they tried to placate the crowd by saying Jotasw true prophet from God, the people would
confront them. The leaders didn’t believe in JoMmlevhe was alive. If they were to give their
honest opinion that John was not a true prophetp#ople would turn on them.



Jesus showed that the problem of the religiouselesagtas not ignorance but intentional opposition
to God’s, will. Jesus’ authority comes from highea.

DAY TWO: Parable of the wicked tenants. (Read Lk. 20:9-19)

20:9 Then'? he began to tell the people this parable: “A
man2® planted a vineyard! leased it to tenant farme#s,

and went on a journey for a long tin2@:10 When harvest
time came, he sent a sla¥eto the tenants so that they
would givezt him his portion of the cro® However, the
tenants beat his sla¥# and sent him away empty-handed.
20:11 SoZ’ he sent another slave. They beat this one too,
treated him outrageously, and sent him away empty-
handed2 20:12 So% he sent still a third. They even
wounded this one, and threw him o20:13 Then*® the
owner of the vineyard said, ‘What should | do? Il wénd

my one dear soi! perhaps they will respect hinR0:14

But when the tenants saw him, they said to onehanot
‘This is the heir; let's kill him so the inheritamonill be
ours!’ 20:15 So*2 they threw him out of the vineyard and killchim. What then will the owner of
the vineyard do to then20:16 He will come and destrd¥ those tenants and give the vineyard to
others.”?®* When the peopRé heard this, they said, “May this never happéh!20:17 But Jesug®
looked straight at them and said, “Then what ismieaning of that which is writtenThe stone the
builders rejected has become the cornerstoi#z®® 20:18 Everyone who falls on this stone will be
broken to pieces$? and the one on whom it falls will be crushedd.’20:19 Then?2 the experts in
the law#2 and the chief priests wanted to arféshim that very hour, because they realized he had
told this parable against them. Butthey were afraid of the people.

1. Who does Jesus confront in this parable?

2. How does this parable speak about his passioncddeath?

3. Why didn’t the religious leaders attack or arre$ Jesus upon hearing this parable?

In the midst of the controversy regarding his artitiipJesus told a parable and asked a question,
“What will the owner of the vineyard do to the tenants?”

Summary of the parabl& man planted a vineyard and leased it to tend&edidious leaders). At

the harvest time, he sent servants (prophetshree successive occasions, to collect his shatesof
produce. The tenants beat the servants. Finallpwher (the Father) sent his own son (Jesus). The
tenants murdered him.




The parable gave an overview of God’s plan forpeigple. It revealed God’s commitment to his son
despite rejection by the Jewish leadership. Thematrejection would cost them. The kingdom
would go to new tenants, the followers of Jesus.

Day Three: A question about tribute to Caesar. (Read Lk 20:20-26)

Philg: Colla, wyew.OcsanLight.conm 20:20 Then“® they watched him carefully and sent spies who
pretended to be sincere.*’ They wanted to take advantage of
what he might say“® so that they could deliver him up to the
authority and jurisdiction?? of the governor. 20:21 Thus 2° they
asked him, “Teacher, we know that you speak and teach

correctly,*! and show no partiality, but teach the way of God in
accordance with the truth. 32 20:22 Is it right 32 for us to pay the tribute tax®** to Caesar
55 or not?” 20:23 But Jesus ¢ perceived their deceit®*’ and said to them, 20:24 “Show me
a denarius. *® Whose image %2 and inscription are on it?”%° They said, “Caesar’s.” 20:25
S0 he said to them, “Then give to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the
things that are God’s.” %2 20:26 Thus ¢2 they were unable in the presence of the people to
trap ¢ him with his own words. > And stunned ¢ by his answer, they fell silent.

1. How do the religious leaders try to trap Jesusaw?

2. If we are made in the image of God what does thiesson teach us?

TRIBUTE: Lk 20:22: The tribute was an annual tax, whiod Romans began in 6 A.D. The tax
was greatly resented by the Jewish people. Itdedrebellion under Judas the Galilean (see Acts
5:37). Romans required the payment of the tax sisppecial coin imprinted with the likeness of tHe
emperor. The emperor considered himself a god. @sed more anger and controversy for the
Jewish nation.

Some of the religious leaders approached Jesusiaddo set him up. This time the trap was
intended to get him arrested as a rebel againgdinean Empire. They tried to catch Jesus off guard
by flattery and then by asking a double-edged dquest Is it lawful for us to pay tribute to

Caesar or not?”

Jesus knew that affirming the tax of the Romanslavalienate him from his own people. Denying
the lawfulness of the tax would bring Roman wratom him.

His answer is brilliant and puts the challenge baickhe Pharisees and scrib@#hose image
and name does the coin bear? " They replied'Caesar’s,” He said to thentfithen repay to
Caesar. What belongs to Caesar and to God what belongs to God.”

Jesus’ words imply that since the money they havbeir possession is Caesar’s they implicitly
acknowledge his civil authority. One receives fribra state certain protection, benefits and goods.



Therefore, one has something to returned in tha fafrgood citenzship, which includes taxes. The
true question Jesus poses is what do we repayd@ Binat does the state give to one in comparison
to the grace, blessing and benefits given by Godf ®woman bear the image of God and
therefore belong entirely to God as the coin betohip Caesar;

Day Four. A question about the resurrection. (Read Lk 20:27-40)

20:27 Now some Sadducees ¢ (who contend that there is no
resurrection) ®® came to him. 20:28 They asked him, %
“Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man’s brother dies
leaving a wife but no children, that man ”° must marry ”' the
widow and father children 2 for his brother. 2 20:29 Now
there were seven brothers. The first one married a woman 7
¥ and died without children. 20:30 The second ”° 20:31 and then
the third married her, and in this same way all seven died,
leaving no children. 20:32 Finally the woman died too. 20:33
i In the resurrection, therefore, whose wife will the woman be?
76 For all seven had married her.” 7720:34 So 2 Jesus said to them, “The people of this
age ® marry and are given in marriage. 20:35 But those who are regarded as worthy to
share in 2° that age and in the resurrection from the dead neither marry nor are given in
marriage. ' 20:36 In fact, they can no longer die, because they are equal to angels 22
and are sons of God, since they are 22 sons 2 of the resurrection. 20:37 But even Moses
revealed that the dead are raised 2° in the passage about the bush, 2¢ where he calls the
Lord the God of Abraham and the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob. ¥’ 20:38 Now he is
not God of the dead, but of the living, 2 for all live before him.” 22 20:39 Then 2° some of
the experts in the law 2! answered, “Teacher, you have spoken well!” 22 20:40 For they
did not dare any longer to ask 23 him anything.

1. How did the Sadducees try to trap Jesus?

2. What does Jesus tell us about life in our resuected existence?

3. If you could what teaching would you like Jesug explain more fully?

Luke reports a second and final attempt by thegials leaders to debunk Jesus’ authority. The
attack is from the Sadducees. Their faith was bas#tk first 5 books of the Bible. They did not
believe in the resurrection because they helditieds not mentioned in those 5 books. Jesus will
publicly show their error.

SADDUCEES: The Sadducees party was comprised of aristoaratchief priests of the Jewish
nation. They are mentioned only in Luke’s Gospéley were worldly-minded and influential. They
were ready to co-operate with the Romans, whiatoafse, enabled them to maintain their
privileged position. They did not believe in thewerection of the dead.




The Sadducees tried to discredit Jesus. They peapa far-fetched example. Telling a story of a
woman who was married successively to seven brotfézr each died, the Sadducees asked Jesus,
“ At the resurrection, whose wife will she be, since all seven were married to her? ” They
tried to make the idea of a resurrection a jokeranlle Jesus to be a fool.

Jesus responded with wisdom and clarity. He rededhleir ignorance.

In their thought, the resurrection expressed a renéinuation of human existence on earth. Jesus
clarifies that the resurrected life is neither atoniation of life on earth nor a continuation & i
values. In the resurrected life one is transforn@mk enters a new world and a new existence
beyond human experience and imagination. Jedsautethe resurrected are tlohildren of God.”

Likewise, Jesus used the same scripture that ttiéusaes accepted to prove life after death.

“That the dead will rise even Moses made knowrmegassage about the bush, when he called
“Lord” the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, anel @od of Jacob; and he is not God of the dead,
but of the living, for to him all are alive.”

Day five: Jesus questions the religious leaders. (Read Lk 20:41-47)
20:41 But ** he said to them, “How is it that
they say that the Christ 2® is David’s son? 2
20:42 For David himself says in the book of
Psalms,‘The Lord said to my ¥ lord,“Sit at
my right hand,20:43 until | make your
enemies a footstool for your feet.” 22 20:44
If David then calls him ‘Lord,” how can he
be his son?” 2 Jesus Warns the Disciples
against Pride20:45 As ' all the people
were listening, Jesus 1% said to his
disciples, 20:46 “Beware 12 of the experts
in the law. 1 They '® like walking around
in long robes, and they love elaborate

greetings 1°° in the marketplaces and the

best seats 1° in the synagogues 1°7 and the
places of honor at banquets. 20:47 They 1%
devour 122 widows’ property, ''° and as a
show make long prayers. They will receive

a more severe punishment.”

1. Jesus strongly denounced the hypocrisy of theescand Pharisees. What are parallels i
today’s religious structures that we as believexsdto be aware of and denounce?

After his critics decided to ask no further quessioJesus took the offensive and questioned their
beliefs in the Messiah and their two-faced living.



The Messiah and the Son of David.

The scribes designated the Messiah as the Sonwid . Dkesus referred them to Psalm 110:1 to
emphasize that the use of the title, Son of Davas inadequate and misleading as definition of the
Messiah’s identity. Jesus points out that the Masgias not a mere earthly replica of King David
but rather was David’s Lord. He emphasized thatMMlessiah was divine as well as human.

David was considered the author of the psalms,ceshe

Psalm 110;1.

“The Lord says to my Lord: Sit at my right hawoatil | make your enemies a footstool or your
feet.”

It infers that Jesus is lord and definitely presgd David.

Jesus publicly questions the hypocrisy of the scribes. Lk 20:45-47.

These verses describe religion at its worst. Thessders were using their religious positions to
advance their own personal ambitions and to feed fnide as well as their wallets.

Jesus takes on all opponents in Chapter 20 andrrertiee only true voice of authority.

Fr. Judge and faith in the face of discouragement.

» “What struggle! What self-sacrifice! Oh! How haatitimes it was
even to work for the Church. But then the sustaimiower was the
love of God. How much we can do for the love ofi Miho loved us so
much and how much we can love our neighbor in Hiva suffered so
- much for us... Itis so human and natural to becdiseouraged. It is
so easy to find fault in others, faults that se@tyijustify us in not
Ly being zealous or self-sacrificing. But if we ang to be true to our

M vocation and work out the big apostolate God hasmius, we just

' cannot be discouraged, so that neither apathy osé¢hwe approach,
nor their indifference, nor their ingratitude, ntack of appreciation,
no financial strain, nor what we give of our owrbstance, even to
taking the heart and spirit out of us so that waglourselves to work,
will matter when it's a question of God’s honor agldry and being
faithful to the traditions of charity and zeal fahich the Missionary
= Cenacle stands.”

(Fr. Judge. Letter dated Feb. 22, 1933Fr. Judge nine months to the date after this meskag




