
LUKE LUKE LUKE LUKE ---- CHAPTER 20 CHAPTER 20 CHAPTER 20 CHAPTER 20    

CLEAR AUTHORITYCLEAR AUTHORITYCLEAR AUTHORITYCLEAR AUTHORITY    
 

Jesus has assumed possession of his “Father’s House”. He has cleared the 
temple of inappropriate activity. He has exposed the shallow leadership of 
the Pharisees, scribes, and elders. He teaches and preaches to all the 
people in clear daylight and in the Temple area. The religious leaders try 
to re-establish their authority by confronting Jesus’ authority. 
 
DAY ONE:DAY ONE:DAY ONE:DAY ONE: A question of Jesus’ Authority.  ( A question of Jesus’ Authority.  ( A question of Jesus’ Authority.  ( A question of Jesus’ Authority.  (Read Lk. 20: 1-8))))    

20:120:120:120:1 Now one 1  day, as Jesus 2  was teaching the people in the temple courts 3  and 

proclaiming 4  the gospel, the chief priests and the experts in the law 5  with the 

elders came up 6  20:220:220:220:2 and said to him, 7  “Tell us: By what authority 8  are you doing 

these things? 9  Or who it is who gave you this authority?” 20:320:320:320:3 He answered them, 

10  “I will also ask you a question, and you tell me: 20:420:420:420:4 John’s baptism 11  – was it 

from heaven or from people?” 12  20:520:520:520:5 So 13  they discussed it with one another, 

saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say, ‘Why did you not believe him?’ 20:620:620:620:6 

But if we say, ‘From people,’ all the people will stone us, because they are 

convinced that John was a prophet.” 20:720:720:720:7 So 14  they replied that they did not know 

15  where it came from. 20:820:820:820:8 Then 16  Jesus said to them, “Neither will I tell you 17  by 

whose authority 18  I do these things.” 

1.   What gave Jesus the authority to cleanse the temple of those who were defiling it? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________  
 
 2. The religious leaders try to trap Jesus with their questions. Why is this trap concerning 
authority so dangerous for Jesus? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. How does Jesus trap the trappers? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________  
 

 
The Religious leaders try to re-establish their authority. They questioned Jesus’ authority for 
cleansing the temple. Their hope was that his answer would get him in trouble with the Roman 
authorities.  
 
Jesus refused to take the bait. Instead, he exposed the hypocrisy of the religious leaders. He questioned 
them,  
“Tell me was John’s baptism of heavenly or human origin?”  

If they tried to placate the crowd by saying John was a true prophet from God, the people would 
confront them. The leaders didn’t believe in John while he was alive. If they were to give their 
honest opinion that John was not a true prophet, the people would turn on them. 
 



Jesus showed that the problem of the religious leaders was not ignorance but intentional opposition 
to God’s, will.  Jesus’ authority comes from his Father.  
 
DAY TWO:DAY TWO:DAY TWO:DAY TWO: Parable of the wicked tenan Parable of the wicked tenan Parable of the wicked tenan Parable of the wicked tenants. ts. ts. ts. (Read Lk. 20:9-19)  

20:920:920:920:9 Then 19  he began to tell the people this parable: “A 
man 20  planted a vineyard, 21  leased it to tenant farmers, 22  
and went on a journey for a long time. 20:1020:1020:1020:10 When harvest 
time came, he sent a slave 23  to the tenants so that they 
would give 24  him his portion of the crop. 25  However, the 
tenants beat his slave 26  and sent him away empty-handed. 
20:1120:1120:1120:11 So 27  he sent another slave. They beat this one too, 
treated him outrageously, and sent him away empty-
handed. 28  20:1220:1220:1220:12 So 29  he sent still a third. They even 
wounded this one, and threw him out. 20:1320:1320:1320:13 Then 30  the 
owner of the vineyard said, ‘What should I do? I will send 
my one dear son; 31  perhaps they will respect him.’ 20:1420:1420:1420:14 
But when the tenants saw him, they said to one another, 
‘This is the heir; let’s kill him so the inheritance will be 

ours!’ 20:1520:1520:1520:15 So 32  they threw him out of the vineyard and killed 33  him. What then will the owner of 
the vineyard do to them? 20:1620:1620:1620:16 He will come and destroy 34  those tenants and give the vineyard to 
others.” 35  When the people 36  heard this, they said, “May this never happen!” 37  20:1720:1720:1720:17 But Jesus 38  
looked straight at them and said, “Then what is the meaning of that which is written: ‘The stone the 
builders rejected has become the cornerstone’? 39  20:1820:1820:1820:18 Everyone who falls on this stone will be 
broken to pieces, 40  and the one on whom it falls will be crushed.” 41  20:1920:1920:1920:19 Then 42  the experts in 
the law 43  and the chief priests wanted to arrest 44  him that very hour, because they realized he had 
told this parable against them. But 45  they were afraid of the people. 

1. Who does Jesus confront in this parable? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
  
2. How does this parable speak about his passion and death? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________  
 
3. Why didn’t the religious leaders attack or arrest Jesus upon hearing this parable? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________  
 

 
In the midst of the controversy regarding his authority, Jesus told a parable and asked a question,  
“What will the owner of the vineyard do to the tenants?”  
 
Summary of the parable: A man planted a vineyard and leased it to tenants (Religious leaders). At 
the harvest time, he sent servants (prophets), on three successive occasions, to collect his share of the 
produce. The tenants beat the servants. Finally the owner (the Father) sent his own son (Jesus). The 
tenants murdered him.  
 



The parable gave an overview of God’s plan for his people. It revealed God’s commitment to his son 
despite rejection by the Jewish leadership. The nation’s rejection would cost them. The kingdom 
would go to new tenants, the followers of Jesus.  
 
Day Three:Day Three:Day Three:Day Three:  A question about tribute to Caesar.  (  A question about tribute to Caesar.  (  A question about tribute to Caesar.  (  A question about tribute to Caesar.  (Read Lk 20:20-26) 

 

20:2020:2020:2020:20 Then 46  they watched him carefully and sent spies who 

pretended to be sincere. 47  They wanted to take advantage of 

what he might say 48  so that they could deliver him up to the 

authority and jurisdiction 49  of the governor. 20:2120:2120:2120:21 Thus 50  they 

asked him, “Teacher, we know that you speak and teach 

correctly, 51  and show no partiality, but teach the way of God in 

accordance with the truth. 52  20:2220:2220:2220:22 Is it right 53  for us to pay the tribute tax 54  to Caesar 

55  or not?” 20:2320:2320:2320:23 But Jesus 56  perceived their deceit 57  and said to them, 20:2420:2420:2420:24 “Show me 

a denarius. 58  Whose image 59  and inscription are on it?” 60  They said, “Caesar’s.” 20:2520:2520:2520:25 

So 61  he said to them, “Then give to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the 

things that are God’s.” 62  20:2620:2620:2620:26 Thus 63  they were unable in the presence of the people to 

trap 64  him with his own words. 65  And stunned 66  by his answer, they fell silent. 

 

1. How do the religious leaders try to trap Jesus now? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. If we are made in the image of God what does this lesson teach us? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

TRIBUTE:  Lk 20:22:   The tribute was an annual tax, which the Romans began in 6 A.D. The tax 
was greatly resented by the Jewish people. It led to a rebellion under Judas the Galilean (see Acts 
5:37). Romans required the payment of the tax with a special coin imprinted with the likeness of the 
emperor. The emperor considered himself a god. This caused more anger and controversy for the 
Jewish nation. 

 
Some of the religious leaders approached Jesus and tried to set him up. This time the trap was 
intended to get him arrested as a rebel against the Roman Empire. They tried to catch Jesus off guard 
by flattery and then by asking a double-edged question. “ Is it lawful for us to pay tribute to 
Caesar or not?”  

 
Jesus knew that affirming the tax of the Romans would alienate him from his own people. Denying 
the lawfulness of the tax would bring Roman wrath upon him. 
 
His answer is brilliant and puts the challenge back on the Pharisees and scribes. “Whose image 

and name does the coin bear? “  They replied “Caesar’s,”  He said to them, “then repay to 
Caesar.  What belongs to Caesar and to God what belongs to God.” 

 
Jesus’ words imply that since the money they have in their possession is Caesar’s they implicitly 
acknowledge his civil authority. One receives from the state certain protection, benefits and goods. 



Therefore, one has something to returned in the form of good citenzship, which includes taxes. The 
true question Jesus poses is what do we repay to God? What does the state give to one in comparison 
to the grace, blessing and benefits given by God? Men & woman bear the image of God and 
therefore belong entirely to God as the coin belonged to Caesar; 
 
Day FourDay FourDay FourDay Four. A question about the resurrection. . A question about the resurrection. . A question about the resurrection. . A question about the resurrection. (Read Lk 20:27-40) 

20:2720:2720:2720:27 Now some Sadducees 67  (who contend that there is no 

resurrection) 68  came to him. 20:2820:2820:2820:28 They asked him, 69  

“Teacher, Moses wrote for us that ifififif a man’s brother dies a man’s brother dies a man’s brother dies a man’s brother dies 

leavingleavingleavingleaving a wife but no children, that manno children, that manno children, that manno children, that man 70  must marrymust marrymust marrymust marry 71  the the the the 

widow and father childrenwidow and father childrenwidow and father childrenwidow and father children 72  for his brotherfor his brotherfor his brotherfor his brother. 73  20:2920:2920:2920:29 Now 

there were seven brothers. The first one married a woman 74  

and died without children. 20:3020:3020:3020:30 The second 75  20:3120:3120:3120:31 and then 

the third married her, and in this same way all seven died, 

leaving no children. 20:3220:3220:3220:32 Finally the woman died too. 20:3320:3320:3320:33 

In the resurrection, therefore, whose wife will the woman be? 

76  For all seven had married her.” 77 20:3420:3420:3420:34 So 78  Jesus said to them, “The people of this 

age 79  marry and are given in marriage. 20:3520:3520:3520:35 But those who are regarded as worthy to 

share in 80  that age and in the resurrection from the dead neither marry nor are given in 

marriage. 81  20:3620:3620:3620:36 In fact, they can no longer die, because they are equal to angels 82  

and are sons of God, since they are 83  sons 84  of the resurrection. 20:3720:3720:3720:37 But even Moses 

revealed that the dead are raised 85  in the passage about the bush, 86  where he calls the 

Lord the God of Abraham and the God of Isaac and the Godthe God of Abraham and the God of Isaac and the Godthe God of Abraham and the God of Isaac and the Godthe God of Abraham and the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob of Jacob of Jacob of Jacob. 87  20:3820:3820:3820:38 Now he is 

not God of the dead, but of the living, 88  for all live before him.” 89  20:3920:3920:3920:39 Then 90  some of 

the experts in the law 91  answered, “Teacher, you have spoken well!” 92  20:4020:4020:4020:40 For they 

did not dare any longer to ask 93  him anything. 

 
 

1. How did the Sadducees try to trap Jesus? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
2. What does Jesus tell us about life in our resurrected existence? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
3. If you could what teaching would you like Jesus to explain more fully? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________  
 

 
Luke reports a second and final attempt by the religious leaders to debunk Jesus’ authority. The 
attack is from the Sadducees. Their faith was based in the first 5 books of the Bible. They did not 
believe in the resurrection because they held that it was not mentioned in those 5 books. Jesus will 
publicly show their error. 
 

SADDUCEES:  The Sadducees party was comprised of aristocrats and chief priests of the Jewish 
nation. They are mentioned only in Luke’s Gospel. They were worldly-minded and influential. They 
were ready to co-operate with the Romans, which of course, enabled them to maintain their 
privileged position. They did not believe in the resurrection of the dead.  



 
The Sadducees tried to discredit Jesus.  They proposed a far-fetched example. Telling a story of a 
woman who was married successively to seven brothers after each died, the Sadducees asked Jesus, 
“ At the resurrection, whose wife will she be, since all seven were married to her? ” They 
tried to make the idea of a resurrection a joke and make Jesus to be a fool. 
 
Jesus responded with wisdom and clarity. He revealed their ignorance.  
In their thought, the resurrection expressed a mere continuation of human existence on earth.  Jesus 
clarifies that the resurrected life is neither a continuation of life on earth nor a continuation of its 
values. In the resurrected life one is transformed. One enters a new world and a new existence 
beyond human experience and imagination.  Jesus tells us the resurrected are the “children of God.” 
 
Likewise, Jesus used the same scripture that the Sadducees accepted to prove life after death.     
“That the dead will rise even Moses made known in the passage about the bush, when he called 
“Lord” the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob; and he is not God of the dead, 
but of the living, for to him all are alive.” 
    

Day five:Day five:Day five:Day five: Jesus questions the religious leaders.  Jesus questions the religious leaders.  Jesus questions the religious leaders.  Jesus questions the religious leaders. (Read Lk 20:41-47)  

20:4120:4120:4120:41 But 94  he said to them, “How is it that 

they say that the Christ 95  is David’s son? 96  

20:4220:4220:4220:42 For David himself says in the book of 

Psalms,‘The Lord said to myThe Lord said to myThe Lord said to myThe Lord said to my 97  lord,lord,lord,lord,“Sit at Sit at Sit at Sit at 

my right hand,my right hand,my right hand,my right hand,20:4320:4320:4320:43 until I make your until I make your until I make your until I make your 

enemies a footstool for your feetenemies a footstool for your feetenemies a footstool for your feetenemies a footstool for your feet.”’ 98 20:4420:4420:4420:44 

If David then calls him ‘Lord,’ how can he 

be his son?” 99 Jesus Warns the Disciples 

against Pride20:4520:4520:4520:45 As 100  all the people 

were listening, Jesus 101  said to his 

disciples, 20:4620:4620:4620:46 “Beware 102  of the experts 

in the law. 103  They 104  like walking around 

in long robes, and they love elaborate 

greetings 105  in the marketplaces and the 

best seats 106  in the synagogues 107  and the 

places of honor at banquets. 20:4720:4720:4720:47 They 108  

devour 109  widows’ property, 110  and as a 

show make long prayers. They will receive 

a more severe punishment.” 

 

1. Jesus strongly denounced the hypocrisy of the scribes and Pharisees. What are parallels in 
today’s religious structures that we as believers need to be aware of and denounce? 

 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________  
  

 
 
After his critics decided to ask no further questions, Jesus took the offensive and questioned their 
beliefs in the Messiah and their two-faced living.  
 



The Messiah and the Son of David. The Messiah and the Son of David. The Messiah and the Son of David. The Messiah and the Son of David.     

 
The scribes designated the Messiah as the Son of David. Jesus referred them to Psalm 110:1 to 
emphasize that the use of the title, Son of David, was inadequate and misleading as definition of the 
Messiah’s identity. Jesus points out that the Messiah was not a mere earthly replica of King David 
but rather was David’s Lord. He emphasized that the Messiah was divine as well as human. 
 
David was considered the author of the psalms, especially: 
Psalm 110;1. 
 “The Lord says to my Lord:  Sit at my right hand, until I make your enemies a footstool or your 
feet.” 
It infers that Jesus is lord and definitely pre-existed David. 
 
Jesus publicly questions the hypocrisy of the scribes. Lk 20:45Jesus publicly questions the hypocrisy of the scribes. Lk 20:45Jesus publicly questions the hypocrisy of the scribes. Lk 20:45Jesus publicly questions the hypocrisy of the scribes. Lk 20:45----47.47.47.47.    

 
These verses describe religion at its worst. These leaders were using their religious positions to 
advance their own personal ambitions and to feed their pride as well as their wallets.  
 
Jesus takes on all opponents in Chapter 20 and remains the only true voice of authority. 
 

Fr. Judge and faith in the face of discouragement. 
“What struggle!  What self-sacrifice!  Oh! How hard at times it was 
even to work for the Church.  But then the sustaining power was the 
love of God.  How much we can do for the love of Him who loved us so 
much and how much we can love our neighbor in Him who suffered so 
much for us…  It is so human and natural to become discouraged.  It is 
so easy to find fault in others, faults that seemingly justify us in not 
being zealous or self-sacrificing.  But if we are going to be true to our 
vocation and work out the big apostolate God has given us, we just 
cannot be discouraged, so that neither apathy or those we approach, 
nor their indifference, nor their ingratitude, nor lack of appreciation, 
no financial strain, nor what we give of our own substance, even to 
taking the heart and spirit out of us so that we drag ourselves to work, 
will matter when it’s a question of God’s honor and glory and being 
faithful to the traditions of charity and zeal for which the Missionary 
Cenacle stands.” 

(Fr. Judge.  Letter dated Feb. 22, 1933.  Fr. Judge nine months to the date after this message.) 


