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Chapter 21 contains Jesus’ last teachings before he enters into his passion, 
death and resurrection. The old way of the Temple is about to end. The new 
way of Jesus is about to begin.   
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1.   What does the example of the widow’s offering say to you? 
______________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________   
 
 2. There is praise and blame in this story. Who is Jesus blaming in this account and why? 
(The hint is found in Lk. 20:47) 
 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________  
 

 
 

Jesus spends his last days teaching and preaching in the 
temple area. He observes those who made offerings to the 
Temple treasury. The offerings were placed in a tall metal 
container. Many large coins of value dropped in the 
container would create a great ringing sound throughout the 
Temple area. The two small copper coins contributed by 
the poor widow would have barely made a noise. Yet this is 
what caught Jesus’ full attention.  
 
The widow in the Temple exemplifies true religion. True 
religion leads one to gratitude and loving sacrifice for 
others. The scribes are the epitome of false religion. They 

are motivated by greed, ambition and self-importance. (see Luke 20:47) 
 
God measures the gifts of his people not on the size but on the basis of how much remains. “She 
gave every penny she had to live on.” Yet there is sadness and blame in Jesus’ praise. Jesus had just 
condemned the Scribes who devour the estates of widows. Besides taking the widow’s savings they 
teach and encourage them to donate beyond their means. Jesus condemns the value system of the 
Temple that motivates her action. 
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1. Why was the Temple such an important place for the Jewish nation? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
  
2. What does Jesus Prophesize about the Temple? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
3. What encouragement does Jesus give to his followers? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________  
 

 

 
The Temple: King Solomon built the first Temple in Jerusalem. The prophet Jeremiah prophesied 
its destruction because of the Jewish nation’s unfaithfulness and worldly alliances. The Babylonian’s 
destroyed Solomon’s Temple in 587 B.C. After the Jewish nations returned from the Babylonian 
exile they constructed the second Temple on the same site around 515 B.C. It was much smaller and 
simpler than Solomon’s Temple. Herod the Great spent great expense to enlarge and renovate this 
Temple. This is the grandiose Temple that Jesus talks about. The reconstruction lasted decades . The 
Temple tax and donations funded the extravagant renovation. It was finish about 63 A.D. just seven 
years before it was totally destroyed by the Roman army. 



 
Just as Jeremiah prophesied the destruction of Solomon’s 
Temple, so Jesus foretold the annihilation of Herod’s 
Temple. Most people in Jeremiah’s day and in Jesus’ day 
assumed that God would never allow His Temple to be 
destroyed. Jesus became the new and eternal Temple that 
gives life in abundance.  
 
The Disciples’ questions focused on how they could know 
when the Temple would be destroyed. In their minds they 
associated the destruction of the Temple with the end of the 
world. For them it would mean the new beginning of God’s 
kingdom. Jesus taught them that clear signs would indicate the destruction of the Temple but this 
would not be the end of the world. 
 
The coming persecution of the disciples. Lk. 21:12-19 
 
Jesus predicted a time of intense persecution before the temple would be destroyed. He challenged 
his disciples to see the hostility not as a threat but as an opportunity. They are being prepared to bear 
testimony in his name. In fact, the warning turns to a promise of victory for his followers. 
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1. What does Jesus predict in this passage? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. What is the most desolate event that you have heard about or personally witnessed 
______________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
3. What were the consequences of the tragedy that you mentioned above? 
_____________________________________________________________________  

 



 
These verses refer to the attack and fall of Jerusalem. They do not describe the final coming of 
Christ or the end of the world. In Chapter 13: 34 – 35 Jesus lamented the hard – heartedness of the 
people of Jerusalem.  They rejected the prophets and they rejected Him. Jesus prophesized the 
results of their rejection.  Again in chapter 19:41-44 Jesus wept over Jerusalem. He entered the city 
offering the path to peace. They will not change their ways. They will not repent. They will continue 
the path of rebellion, which will lead to total destruction of the Holy City. Jerusalem will be 
destroyed bye the pagan Roman army in 70 A.D.  
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What Jesus says about the fall of Jerusalem provides a 
springboard for a wider development. Jesus now speaks of what is coming upon the world.  
 
 

1. What frightens you in this passage? 
______________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________  
 
2. What encourages you in this passage? 
______________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________  
 
3. What questions do you have about the second coming of Christ? 
______________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Jesus foretold the fall of Jerusalem. It will be a glimpse of what will happen to the entire world. 
As Jerusalem was faced with crisis when Jesus appeared to teach there, so will the world be 
thrown into crisis when he comes as the Son of Man. 
 
The vivid language of verses 25-26 symbolizes the giving way of the old order of creation. 
“There will be signs in the sun, the moon and the stars. On the earth, nations will be in anguish, 
distraught at the roaring of the sea and the waves. Men will die of fright in anticipation of what is 
coming upon the earth.” 



The new order of Christ’s kingdom begins with his second coming upon the earth. This will be 
the final Judgment time. Disciples are told to hold their heads high in joyful expectation. 
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What does the parable of the fig tree say about the Reign of God? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
How does this passage encourage you? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
How does Jesus tell us to prepare ourselves for His coming? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________  
 

 
 
The parable of the fig tree serves to re assure the disciples that the second coming of Jesus will 
be a joyful event for them. Just as the new leafs on the fig tree announce the coming of summer, 
the signs of a changing world will announce the coming of the Son of Man in glory.  
 
Jesus urges his followers to be faithful and to be prepared for the great event of his second 
coming. Whatever has been said about the second coming, Jesus wants to guarantee his followers 
that it will be fulfilled. He also wants his followers to be ready. They must be different form the 
children of the world who are unaware or unconcerned about the Reign of God. 
 
Chapter 21 ends with Jesus teaching in the temple area. Jesus is coming to the end of his earthly 
life. Yet he lives his life fully for us. He taught by day in the temple area and by night he prayed. 
He gives us clear example for our lives of faith and service. We are called to live fully our lives 
as his followers. 
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“As teacher, Jesus has much to say to us: 
 ‘Keep my commandments.’ (Jn 14:15) 
 ‘You are my friends if you do the things that I command you. (Jn.            
14:14). 
 
He instructs you to hallow his heavenly Father’s Name, to pray that his 
kingdom come and his Holy Will be done.  These precepts does he give 
us which make for a greater charity toward God and our neighbor.  To 
his favored ones he urges: 
 ‘Follow me.’ (Lk. 18:22) 
 ‘Learn of me, because I am meek and humble of heart.’ (Mt. 1:29). 
 ‘If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up 
this cross daily.’  (Lk. 9:23) 

 
The thought of Jesus as our elder Brother is so cheering -  to know that in all things, all human 
experiences, sin excepted, he has our cords of Adam.  This Divine Elder Brother speaks to us and 
says, “Patience, little brother, little sister, I will be with you.  I will lead.  Follow me.  The road 
is narrow, but it is sure and right and leads to peace.  Only a little while longer, a little further 
on and no more sorrow.  I suffer with you; I will help you.  I understand. I know all things.  Trust 
in me.  Do for me that I may do much for you.” 
(Fr. Judge. Meditations of the Missionary Cenacle. P. 10). 
 


