CHAPTER 24
THE RESURRECTION AND ASCENSION OF JESUS

The final chapter of Luke’s Gospel presents the resrection and ascension of
Jesus. Jesus has accomplished the mission givemim by his Father. The
Reign of God has been proclaimed and begun on earttiNow, he reigns in
glory with his heavenly Father. He prays and intecedes for his followers
who are empowered to continue his mission to evenation and generation.

Chapter 24 establishes the apostles as eyewitriesdesus’ life, death and resurrection. Lukedsin

the gospel to its stated intention in the firstsesrof Chapter one:
“Since many have undertaken to compile a narrative of the events that have been
fulfilled among us, just as those who were eyewitnesses from the beginning and
ministers of the word have handed them down to us, | too have decided, after
investigating everything accurately anew, to write it down in an orderly sequence for
you, most excellent Theophilus, so that you may realize the certainty of the teachings
you have received.”

The apostles were more than eyewitnesses. Thegs have been transformed by encountering the

resurrected Jesus. They were united in Jesuss Bas empowered them. Jesus has sent them to

continue his mission from person to person; comigunicommunity; generation to generation. But
first, Jesus had to convince them.

DAY ONE: Lk 24:1-12. THE EMPTY TOMB.

24:1 Now on the first day ! of the week, at early dawn, the
women 2 went to the tomb, taking the aromatic spices 3 they had
prepared. 24:2 They? found that the stone had been rolled away
from the tomb, > 24:3 but when they went in, they did not find
the body of the Lord Jesus. ¢ 24:4 While ’ they were perplexed 2
about this, suddenly 2 two men stood beside them in dazzling 1°
attire. 24:5 The "' women 2 were terribly frightened > and
bowed ' their faces to the ground, but the men said to them,
“Why do you look for the living * among the dead? 24:6 He is not here, but has been
raised! 1* Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, 1’ 24:7 that 12 the Son
of Man must be delivered!? into the hands of sinful men,2® and be crucified, 2! and on the
third day rise again.” 2 24:8 Then 2 the women remembered his words, 2 24:9 and when
they returned from the tomb they told all these things to the eleven # and to all the rest.
24:10 Now it was Mary Magdalene, 2 Joanna, %’ Mary the mother of James, and the other
women with them who told these things to the apostles. 24:11 But these words seemed
like pure nonsense 2 to them, and they did not believe them. 24:12 But Peter got up and

ran to the tomb. 2 He bent down 3° and saw only the strips of linen cloth;3' then he went

home, 32 wondering 33> what had happened. 3*




1. What was the scene at the tomb of Jesus when temen arrived?

2. What convinced the women that Jesus had been said from the dead?

3. Why didn’t the apostles accept the women'’s testiony?

Carrying spices the same women who were presehé aross went to the tomb of Jesus. They were
shocked by what they saw. They found the heawuyestolled away and the tomb empty. The body
of Jesus was gone! Two men in dazzling garmemkesip the women. They rebuked the women for
looking for Jesus among the dedéite has been raised up. The messengers reminded the women
that Jesus had predicted this. He had predicteduiffering, death and resurrection.

The women reported to the cenacle room and repuared they had seen and heard. These women
became the first witnesses of the resurrectiorey’Mrere the apostles to the eleven apostles.

The Eleven and other disciples would not beliewewlomen’s testimony. How could the apostles
have heard Jesus’ prediction of his death and mrestion, at least on three occasions, and not be
expecting Jesus to be raised from the dead? Apihatbey only heard what the expected to hear. At
least Peter ran to see for himself. It will takerenthan the testimony of these faithful womenher t
report of visions to convince them that Jesus vigs.a

DAY TWO: Lk. 24:13-35. THE ROAD TO EMMAUS.

24:13 Now ** that very day two of them
36 were on their way to a village called
Emmaus, about seven miles 3’ from
Jerusalem. 32 24:14 They 22 were talking
to each other about all the things that
had happened. 24:15 While ° they were
talking and debating %' these things, %2
Jesus himself approached and began to
accompany them 24:16 (but their eyes
were kept *® from recognizing % him). 42
24:17 Then “® he said to them, “What are
these matters % you are discussing so intently ¢ as you walk along?” And they stood
still, looking sad. 24:18 Then one of them, named Cleopas, answered him, %2 “Are you the
only visitor to Jerusalem who doesn’t know ° the things that have happened there ! in
these days?” 24:19 He 2 said to them, “What things?” “The things concerning Jesus the
Nazarene,” they replied, “a man ** who, with his powerful deeds and words, proved to be
a prophet 3? before God and all the people; 24:20 and how our chief priests and rulers
handed him over ¥ to be condemned to death, and crucified 3¢ him. 24:21 But we had
hoped 3’ that he was the one who was going to redeem %2 Israel. Not only this, but it is




now the third day since these things happened. 24:22 Furthermore, some women of our
group amazed us. 2 They ° were at the tomb early this morning, 24:23 and when they
did not find his body, they came back and said they had seen a vision of angels, ' who
said he was alive. 24:24 Then 2 some of those who were with us went to the tomb, and
found it just as the women had said, but they did not see him.” 2 24:25 So * he said to
them, “You % foolish people ¢ - how slow of heart ¢’ to believe ¢ all that the prophets
have spoken! 24:26 Wasn’t £ it necessary ”° for the Christ ™' to suffer these things and
enter into his glory?” 24:27 Then 2 beginning with Moses and all the prophets, 2> he

interpreted to them the things written about’® himself in all the scriptures.

24:28 So they approached the village where they were going. He acted as though he
wanted to go farther, > 24:29 but they urged him, ¢ “Stay with us, because it is getting
toward evening and the day is almost done.” So ”Z he went in to stay with them.24:30
When ™ he had taken his place at the table 2 with them, he took the bread, blessed and
broke it, 2° and gave it to them. 24:31 At this point ' their eyes were opened and they
recognized 22 him. 2 Then 2¢ he vanished out of their sight. 24:32 They 2° said to each
other, “Didn’t ¢ our hearts 2 burn within us 2 while he was speaking with us on the
road, while he was explaining 22 the scriptures to us?” 24:33 So 2° they got up that very
hour and returned to Jerusalem. 2! They 22 found the eleven and those with them
gathered together 24:34 and 22 saying, “The Lord has really risen, and has appeared to
Simon!” ¢ 24:35 Then they told what had happened on the road, 2> and how they

recognized him 2¢ when he broke the bread.

1. Why do you think the two disciples did not recogize Jesus?

2. When did the disciple finally recognize Jesus?

3. What is the most meaningful way in which you expeence Jesus?

Luke recounts the appearance of the Risen Savithretdwo disciples who had left Jerusalem and
were traveling to Emmaus. It is a profound accooinhow the Risen Lord remains represent
within the Christian community. He is present ialogue and prayer. He remains present to us in
the scriptures. And he is marvelously presenstmuhe celebration of the Eucharist.

The two disciples were present at Jesus’ cruciixid hey were part of the close knit group who
received the women'’s testimony of the empty tonlthey believed Jesus was dead. They left
Jerusalem broken hearted. Jesus sought them dujwaged them into the encounter that would
transform their lives.

Jesus engaged the two disciples in the eventsedf likes. He accompanied them to heal their
shattered hope, show them the truth of the resiwreand transform them into missionaries.



He does this by personal conversation. The Rised Is present through direct dialogue.

Next, Jesus challenges the disciples about thearance. He teaches them through the scripture.
The Risen Lord is present to us through the sagptdld and New Testaments. The disciples were
deeply moved by the interpretation of the scripgur&et they needed something more in order to
recognize Jesus.

By the time they reached the town of Emmaus theyevapiritually renewed. Finally in the
“breaking of the bread’ they recognized Jesus. Risen Lord is powerfully present to us in the
Eucharist.

When their eyes were opened to recognize Jesusjahished. Jesus had more disciples to
convince. Through the power of the resurrectioruges no longer limited to time and space. He
can be personally present to all his followers. e Tivo disciples who had just made the long
journey to Emmaus immediately turned around andrmed on foot to Jerusalem. They would
have traveled in the darkness of night. Their fteewere burning” from their personal encounter
with Jesus.

Upon entering the cenacle in Jerusalem the apcaatiéother disciples told the two disciples from
that Jesus had also appeared to Simon Peter.h&gtatl gathered in the Cenacle full of confusion
and apprehension.

DAY THREE: Lk. 24:36-43. JESUS APPEARS TO THE DISCIPLES IN
JERUSALEM.

97

24:36 While they were saying these things, Jesus
himself stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with
you.” 22 24:37 But they were startled and terrified, thinking 22
they saw a ghost. 1% 24:38 Then ' he said to them, “Why
are you frightened, 12 and why do doubts 12 arise in your
hearts? 24:39 Look at my hands and my feet; it’s me! 1%
Touch me and see; a ghost'?® does not have flesh and bones
like you see | have.” 24:40 When he had said this, he showed
them his hands and his feet. 1°° 24:41 And while they still
could not believe it % (because of their joy) and were
amazed, % he said to them, “Do you have anything here to eat?”1%? 24:42 So!'° they gave

him a piece of broiled fish, 24:43 and he took it and ate it in front of them.

1. Why do you think the disciples were frightened Wwen Jesus appeared to them?




1. What did Jesus do and say to convince them thhe was truly present?

2. Why is the meal so important in the account ofrite disciples of Emmaus and in this
account?

Jesus appears to all the disciples that are gatlaréne Cenacle in Jerusalem. It was the same the
same place in which he celebrated his last suppeEven though they have the eyewitness
testimony of the two disciples and Peter that Jegas alive, the community remains confused,
suspicious and fearful. Jesus will give them tpgace. He will convince them that he is not a
ghost or a vision. He challenged them to see thigir own eyes and to touch him. He even sat at
table with them and ate. He does this by calllment to meal again. Jesus reassures them, not so
much about the reality of his physical body, bubwithe importance of table fellowship to restore
them and reconcile them and strengthen them far tiission. Jesus’ words and actions are aimed
at the healing power of the resurrection celebratddble fellowship with all. The Eucharist isth
key event in encountering Jesus and being strengthi®r the Christian mission.

Jesus’ Resurrection Body The exact nature of Jesus’ resurrected body
remains a mystery. He appeared to his disciplesraktimes, usually sudder
He was able to pass through closed doors. Onthee band, he had a body 1
could be seen and touched. He ate food with Bigles. They recognized t
body as Jesus’ body.

The resurrection of Jesus means more than thas’ Jgstit survived death.
People saw Jesus alive in bodily form. This is wwdwenvinced his confused a
unbelieving disciples that he truly was raised fribve dead. Reports about an
empty tomb and visions were not enough to opem #yais of faith. Jesus
bodily encountered the disciples. These encouhtaked their shattered faith,
forgave their sinfulness and transformed them tbddd witnesses in his nam

St. Paul was the first recorded writer of Jesusureection. Almost 30 years before Luke wrote
his gospel based on the eyewitness accounts @ipib&tles, Paul wrote what he received from the
witnesses. In 1 Corinthians 15 Paul relates thatis) appeared to more than 500 believers at a
single event.

“For |1 handed on to you as of first importance what I also received: That Christ
died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures; that he was buried; that he was
raised on the third day in accordance with the scriptures; that he appeared to
Cephas, then to the twelve. After that, he appeared to more than five hundred
brothers at once, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep. After
that he appeared to James, then all the apostles. Last of all he appeared to me.” 1
Cor 15:3-8.



DAY FOUR: Lk. 24:44-49. JESUS COMMISSIONS THE DISCIPLES.

:44 Then "' he said to them, “These are my
words that | spoke to you while I was still with

you, that everything written about me 2 in the

law of Moses and the prophets and the psalms 113
must be fulfilled.” 24:45 Then he opened their
minds so they could understand the scriptures,
114 24:46 and said to them, “Thus it stands
written that the Christ "> would suffer "' and
would rise from the dead on the third day, 24:47
and repentance 'Z for the forgiveness of sins
would be proclaimed 2 in his name to all
nations, ''° beginning from Jerusalem. *° 24:48
You are witnesses '?! of these things. 24:49 And
look, I am sending you 2 what my Father

promised. 2 But stay in the city '** until you

have been clothed with power'* from on high.”

1. How did Jesus open t he minds of his disciples?

2. How do Jesus’ instructions in this passage apptg us today?

3. When will the disciples begin their ministry?

I —

Having convinced his disciples of his physical resction, Jesus gave them his final instructions.
As with the two disciples on the road to Emmausgkglained to them what was written in the
Old Testament scriptures. Their minds were ope¢oeohderstand that Jesus had fulfilled the law
and the prophets. Jesus prepared them to be tmesses to God’s new covenant of forgiveness
and salvation with His people.

The disciples were to be Jesus’ witnesses. Theg teeproclaim what they themselves had seen
and heard. First, however, they were wait in Jdam until they received the promise of the
Father. They would be transformed by the gifthef Holy Spirit to empower them to fulfill this
mission.

In the beginning of the Acts of the Apostles, Lulezounts that 120 believers assembled in
Jerusalem to await the coming of the Holy Spirithese included Mary his mother and the



women who had followed Jesus from Galilee to Jéensa All were witnesses and received the
anointing of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.

N

DAY FIVE: Lk. 24:50-53. THE ASCENSION.

24:50 Then ¢ Jesus %’ led them out as far as Bethany,
128 and lifting up his hands, he blessed them. 24:51 Now
129 during the blessing '*° he departed '*' and was taken
up into heaven. 132 24:52 So 133 they worshiped ** him and
returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 13* 24:53 and were

continually in the temple courts > blessing '3’ God. 132

1. Why was it important that Jesus appeared severaimes to his disciples?

2. Why is it important to the mission of salvatiornthat Jesus ascended to his Father?

3. How does Jesus bless us today?

The entire chapter has focused on the disciplés’as eyewitnesses of Jesus’ ministry, death and
resurrection. The disciples were commissioneddsysd to share their personal experience of the
resurrected Lord with the world.

The Ascension concluded Jesus’ earthly ministrige @vent enabled the eyewitnesses to see both
the risen Christ on earth and the eternal Christrméng to heaven. Moreover, the Ascension
greatly expanded Jesus’ ministry from its geogregihearthly base to its unlimited heavenly
reality. Jesus had returned to his Father in ghdrgre he prays and intercedes for his disciples.
Through the Ascension Jesus blessed his firstpdesci At the right had of his Father in heaven,
Jesus continues to bless and send us in missioke makes it clear that the Ascension in not the
end of the mission - it is but a new beginning. isTls the period of the Church and its
continuation of Jesus’ mission.

The disciples fall down and worship Jesus. Heclsnawledge as more that a prophet, teacher,
healer of martyr. He is totally identified as #essiah, truly God and truly man.

Upon the Ascension the disciples filled with joyterthe temple in Jerusalem praising God. The
story ends where it began- in the Temple of Jeemsal Jesus’ earthly life has been completed.
The life of the Church is about to begin. The wtof mission continues in the Acts of the
Apostles. The mission of Jesus in the Church naes with us.



FR. JUDGE ON THE RESURRECTION:

“Jesus Christ is risen from the dead!
Rejoice and be glad! ‘This is the day
which the Lord has made’ (Psalm
117:24). Rejoice and be glad, for this
day from the beginning of the world
has been made for joy and gladness.

Today is a day of universal joy and
thanksgiving. @ Thanksgiving should
be in our hearts because of what this
day means. First of all, let us be glad
for Jesus’ own dear, sweet self. He
has conquered and triumphed over
the machinations aaof wickedness and injustice. The powers of evil
and darkness are in flight. Rejoice above all because he is our Savior,
our Lord, our Redeemer; just because he is Jesus Christ. This is the
reason for our joy today.

There were many reliable witnesses whose testimony commends itself
to the most exacting tribunal on account of their number, their honesty
and their trustworthiness. He appeared to Mary Magdalene, to Peter, to
the disciples at Emmaus, to St. Paul, even to large assembles of
people. St. John declares these witnesses trustworthy: ‘That which
was from the beginning, which we heard, which we have seen with our
eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands handled...we declare
to you.’ (1 Jn: 1-3)

Joyfully then, turn your faces to the open, emptied tomb. Rise with
Christ and seek the things that are above, for ‘he is not here, but is
risen.’ (Lk, 24:26). Our preaching is not in vain, and your faith is not in
vain.” (Fr. Judge. The Holy Ghost Magazine. April 1926)




