Luke 10

Jesus has set his face towards Jerusalem. Theejobas one clear destiny
the saving events of his passion, death and rediome With every step of
the journeydesus teaches, prepares and trains his disciptestimue his
mission. He has a method in forming them as mssies.

JESUS' METHOD OF FORMING MISSIONARIES:

In Chapter 9 Jesus sent the twelve on a missipnei@ach and heal. Now he
sends an additional 72. Most of Jesus’ instructamd in Chapter 9 is
repeated. One addition found in Chapter 10 isibatis sent the 72 disciples
two by two. By law two witnesses are need to makase for the truth of a
situation. Jesus sends the disciple out in paivgitness to the truth that the
Kingdom is about to be revealed in their midstkelwise, traveling and
working in pairs is vital to support one anothemrssion.

[HESENT THEMOQUT

Begin each reflection day in prayer: (Suggested prayer)
Loving God, you sent us your only Son, Jesus
He came to fulfill your promises and invite allgarticipate
in your Reign.
Send us the Holy Spirit to embrace Jesus and Yogdém.
Teach us the ways of the Kingdom. Amen.
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Luke 10

Take a moment. Read the passage of the day. Breathe deeply
Just as Jesus prepared and sent his twelve apostles he naaseadiditional 72 disciples.

1. What mission does Jesus give the 72?

2. Why do you think Jesus sent them in pairs?

3. Who is the person that Jesus sends with you?

4. In what ways do you witness your faith better with tlat other person?

The mission of the 72. Lk. 10:1-12.
Luke makes several points as he describes J¢
method or forming and sending his missionari
Many more than the original twelve partici
in the mission of Jesus. This band of 72 disci
will become a missionary force in the early Ct
They share in the apostolic witness and missi
the twelve apostles.

Breaking forth the Reign of God is Jesus’ |
mission. His instructions call his emissaries t
remain focused in proclaiming the Kingdom.
sends the 72 to prepare as many people as p
for his arrival into their lives.

Not only are the 72 sent to proclaim the arrivale$sus and the in breaking of the Kingdom, they are
instructed to pray for more workers. Jesus congpimre mission of the Kingdom with the abundant
harvest. At harvest time it is urgent to gathemasiy workers as possible. The Father sent Jesssis J
likewise sends the twelve and is sending the li@borate in his mission. Now he wishes to edten
the collaboration even further to as many missiesaas possible.

@7 ) #@ This instructions reveals that the saving workesfus
and the mission of his followers are under the gkence of God himself. God is creating a new time
and way of life for his people.
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COLLABORATIVE METHOD FOR DEVELOPING MISSIONARIES

Jesus formed and taught his disciples to be co-workers, missionaries and proclaimers of the Reign
of God. His method of forming apostles shines throughout the Gospel of Luke and catches fire
throughout the Acts of the Apostles. The following is a brief synthesis of his method.

Reign of God and
heals.

Lk 4:18-20.
“The spirit of the
Lord is upon
me..."”

disciples.

Lk 5:1-11.
“You will be

fishers of men.”

Jesus loaves and
fish”.

Lk 9:10-17.

“He blessed them,
broke them and
gave them to his
disciples to
distribute to the
crowd.”

empowered to
proclaim the Reign
of God and heal.
They returned to
Jesus in jubilation
participating in the
same mission as
Jesus.

Lk 10:1-10.

Individual Advisory Assistance Collaborative Enable

Jesus does. Jesus does and Jesus does and the | Jesus and the The apostles do.
calls others to disciples help. apostles do
follow and learn, together.

Jesus preaches the | Jesus calls the The disciples give | The disciples are With the Pentecost

event the apostles
preach, heal, teach,
establish
communities of
faith, suffer, die
and enter glory just
as Jesus had shown
them.

The Acts of the
Apostles.

Disciples: Jesus' Representatives: Lk 10:13-16.

Jesus makes it clear that his disciples are mene rressengers. T2

are his ambassadors and official representativegy are \ ‘
empowered by Jesus for their work. They sharesmiission and &
the authority to fulfill it. They represent Jedathers. Whoever

welcomes them welcomes Jesus himself.

Jesus has multiplied his mission by an additio2al e wants as

many apostles as possible to collaborate with him.

!Il # $ ( " /#
"# $
/ ( = = & &' &
. W v g “ 0 = &". oo oy
! 8 # 1 ). " S
+ " & = I =
9 1 & % " g o
" had H#H?

1. What method or manner does Jesus use to help the disciplesaluate the mission?

2. When do you feel most like a missionary?




Luke 10

An essential aspect of Jesus' missionary formagidime discussion and evaluation the work. Theipliss
put into practice what they have been taught.at, they deepen the instruction by their missiprativity.

The 72 returned to Jesus rejoicing because ofubeess of their first missionary assignment. Jafirsns
their endeavors and then refocuses them on thelr gtreparing people to receive the Kingdom of God

Affirmation: Jesus points out to his disciples that their agtiwias destroying not only the
power of demons, but also the power of Satan himSkelatched Satan fall from the sky like
lightning." Lk 10:18.

Refocus:In their excitement over the deeds that they acdishmgal they fail to mention the
Reign of God. In a positive way, Jesus calls theelebrated the true reason for their joy; their
names are written in God's Book of Life.
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DAY 3: (Read Lk 10:21-24) Jesus’ Prayer of Rejoicingnd thanksgiving

1. What causes great joy in Jesus?

2. In honesty and humility, what about you and your vay of following Jesus, gives him joy? Name 3 thinggonly
three please!)

Jesus' prayer reveals much about Jesus. He Hasipdgoy in doing the will of his Father and in
witnessing his disciples' commitment to the sam&simn. His heart is overflowing with the joy of
the Holy Spirit and with deepest gratitude. Hécatates his joy. His Father has revealed the
mysteries of the Kingdom to his followers. Hisléebers come from the poor. Likewise, he gives
joyful thanks for his disciple’s faith and trusthim. He calls them to joyful praise and apprecrat
of what they are witnessing. Jesus prays for diismitted followers in every generation. He is
filled with joy and gratitude for our faith and stuas we endeavor to participate in his mission.
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Jesus has just contrasted the disciples as "nahiddten” with the "learned and clever." Now a
learned and not so clever lawyer (expert in thgoeme) attempts to test Jesus. Jesus will use the
arrogant attempt to teach his followers the kegdaesas they move towards Jerusalem. His teaching
clearly presents what is at the core of being e tlisciple: One's love of God as it is reflected i

one's love of neighbor.

The Lawyer's Question: '"Teacher what must | do to inherit everlasting life?
The question assumes that one can earn that idadigraciously bestows as a gift. The
lawyer's question reveals an error in his belistey. His religion is reduced to regulations.

Jesus' response:"What is written in the Law? How do you read it?"
Jesus guides the lawyer on a path that will leadtbinew ground.

Lawyer's response: The lawyer knows his scripture. He combines twespges:
"Love the Lord your God with all your heart, withlayour soul, with all your
strength and with all your mind."(Deut. 6:5)
"And love your neighbor as yourself.(Leviticus 19:18).
It is a learned and common response. The lawyas ap looking foolish in his
attempt to test Jesus. His answer merely leabstagreeing with a basic
teaching that any schoolboy could have statedheSasks what he thought was a
tougher question. He tries to restore his dighbityasking Jesus whom he
included in the community of people who desename:"Who is my neighbor?"
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Luke 10
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1. What do you remember most about this text?

2. What causes a response of deep compassion in you? Why

3. What in you needs the healing help of another?

Love of Neighbor: Jesus' answer provides this
story, which is only found in Luke's Gospel.
The main point: No limit is set on the religious
obligation to love. An accurate measure of our
love of God is our relationship and treatment of
others, especially those in their time of need.

The Christian life becomes a journey of boundless
opportunities to love, grow and live. Compassion
is at the heart of the Christian's liféBe
compassionate as your Heavenly Father is
compassionate.'Lk 6:36. Compassion is
characteristic of Jesus.

In Luke's gospel Jesus is often moved with pity
for others. Compassion means to walk with
another in their pain and suffering. It makes no
distinction whether the suffering person is a loved
one, an unloved one or even an unlovable one.

NEIGHBOR: Lk 10:29:

Jews considered a neighbor to be a member of migj®ous and cultural
group. Samaritans and other sects were excluded lfieing treated as
neighbors. Pharisees even excluded common pedyemvasre lukewarm
in their following the regulations of the Law.
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PRIEST: Lk 10:31:

One who would have been serving in the Temple mfséem and was
on his way home. A priest was of the privilegeassl He would
rigorously follow the regulations of the Templeouthing a dead body
would make one impure for several days. Likewiseome in contact
with the blood of another would require ritual gigation.

LEVITE: Lk 10:32.

A religious official below the standing of a prigstt still privileged to
serve in the Temple. The name originated frometwiso were
members of the tribe of Levi. They were desceralahflacob's third
son. They followed the regulations of the Temple.

The priest and Levite were not lacking in theirdaxf God as described in Deut.Bheir dedication of
their service in the Temple speaks to that. Howebeir basic compassion for another human beiag put
to the test and they were found severely lacking.

SAMARITANS: Lk 9:25. & Lk 10: 33.

The Jews detested Samaritans. They were consideriéretics of

the true faith. The history of division was long. After King Solomon’s
death in 931B.C., his kingdom was split in two. Thaorthern nation of
Israel had its capital in Samaria. It rejected thesouthern nation of Judah
whose capital was Jerusalem. The two nations werdttier enemies. The
Assyrians conquered the nation of Israel and depoed them. They
populated their land with conquered pagans from otler countries.

The southern nation of Judah survived and avoided &ing exiled. Most of
the Samaritans mixed with the pagan peoples and l@wise mixed their
religious practices. The Jews of Judah regarded thSamaritans as worse
than Gentiles. While the Samaritans hated the Jewfer rejecting them as
half breeds and encroaching on their land. (The aa of Galilee was
Samaritan land that was resettled by Jews.) Samadans refused overnight
shelter for the Jews who traveled through their teritory.

Jesus not only sent his disciples into Samaria heviited the Samaritans to
belong to the Reign of God. He uses the Samaritaimshis teaching and
parables as a people who God'’s presence. The mustlely known of these
examples is the parable of the Good Samaritan.
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1. Inyour own life, who do you identify with more?

2. Why does Mary express the ideal disciple?

Just as Jesus contrasted the reaction of the pnddtevite with the Samaritan. He presented the
perfect Temple administrators with the perfect hbamy. Now he contrasts the perfect hostess with
the perfect disciple. It is an episode that pgdanahat is essential in our love and service of Glod

is to be in relationship to the Lord. From thiswi authentic service. Martha's actions leadder t
distraction and frustration. She vents her angerctly on Jesus and indirectly on her sister. Her
concern is not on the Lord but on her tasks, whighoverwhelming at the moment. Mary sits at the
feet of Jesus and listens to his word. Her adtmms from a love and attention to Jesus. She
models what is key in our love of God.

On another level this episode points to the roleramen in the mission of Jesus. Martha has taken
a culturally religious role of staying on the péxgpy (in the kitchen). Mary takes the role of
accompanying Jesus. She is clearly taking theupmsif a disciple. She is learning from Jesus. At
this level the story reinforces Luke's theme thamen have a vital and equal role as followers of
Jesus. Women are called to an active, full andralgparticipation in the mission of Jesus.
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The love of God means the love of our neighboerdfs no
better evidence, no truer proof of a great lov&ofd than a
great love of our neighbor. Love of neighbor isy@n in
patience and in trial, in corporal and spiritual ws of mercy.
A treatment of our neighbor that is inconsiderdtarsh, un-
brotherly or un-sisterly, is un-Christ like, andgares a great
want of the love of God.

That fraternal love in the Cenacle should be ounstant
prayers. This love of neighbor should be manibasall
occasions. It should drive far from us envy aradgasy and
those other pests that wound Christian love. Trenger at
our gates, especially when he comes in the narG®df
should be made welcome in the name of God the Fdboel
the Son and God the Holy Spirit. Unfortunate wduddthe
house that would lose a special blessing becautkfof
hospitality to a stranger.

We remember how cheered our Brothers and Sistaeswieen in the early days of our mission, unknown
and almost friendless, doors were thrown open ¢onth May this memory never perish from our Missigna
Cenacle! God touched the hearts of others in auoff, and may our hearts never be hard to those edme
to us looking for help, encouragement and strendgtbw much we should suffer and forbear beforevélg
the holy virtue of charity be wounded.

May those great Apostles... Obtain for us soméatfdgreat love of God that burned in their own hsar

Apostolic Charity. Missionary Cenacle Meditations.Ca. 1920



