LUKE

CHAPTER 14
THE KINGDOM BANQUET

Begin each reflection day in prayer: (Suggested pyer)

Loving God, you sent us your only Son, Jesus

He came to fulfill your promises and start a Newdgtdom for us.

Send us the Holy Spirit to embrace Jesus and Yogdém.
Teach us the values of the Kingdom. Amen.

DAY 1: (Read Luke 14: 1-6) Jesus, the dubious dinner guest.

14:1 Now ! one Sabbath when Jesus went to dine 2 at the house of a
leader: of the Pharisees, ‘ they were watching® him closely. 14:2 There ¢
right Z in front of him was a man suffering from dropsy.? 14:3 So? Jesus
asked ° the experts in religious law ? and the Pharisees, “Is it lawful to
heal on the Sabbath 2 or not?” 14:4 But they remained silent. So ® Jesus
4 took hold of the man, * healed him, and sent him away. °* 14:5 Then 7
he said to them, “Which of you, if you have a son 2 or an ox that has
fallen into a well on a Sabbath day, will not immediately pull him out?”
14:6 But ® they could not reply %2 to this.

1. Takea moment. Read the passage of the day. Breathe deeply.
Why do you think that Jesus was invited to dinner uth the prominent Pharisee?

2. Why won't the Pharisees respond to Jesus’ queshis?

3. What do you think Jesus was trying to teach thBharisees?

Chapter 14 is set at a festive meal on the Sabbakie house of a prominent Pharisee. Jesus
is an invited guest. He uses the setting to chg#leand invite all to the Banquet of the
Kingdom of God.

dfiss
SABBATH MEAL AND THE KINGDOM BANQUET: iwﬁﬂ

In Jewish tradition the Sabbath meal was a symbol o
believer’s friendship with God and one another thie Old |
Testament the prophets foretold the coming of tlesdiah.

The Prophet Isaiah envisioned the presence of #ssih as OD BIDS US HEL[:[}mE
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an abundant banquet in which God would gather ialigdople in salvation and is at table
with them. They would be God’s invited and etermpagsts.

The Sabbath meal was to be a foretaste of thislj@yfd eternal celebration. Jesus will
contrast the Sabbath meal of the prominent Phawgbethe Kingdom Banquet of his
Father.

Luke 14: 1-6. The cure of the man on the Sabbath.

Jesus is a dubious invited guest of a leading Béaion the Sabbath. The meal at the
Pharisee’s home is infused with suspicion and osstr The other guests are closely
watching Jesus to catch him in a misstep. Thi®isa setting of friendship and love. At
this meal Jesus conducts a ‘show and tell’ onrilne theaning of the Sabbath and
participation in the Kingdom of God. He beginwith a man who suffered from dropsy.

DROPSY Lk. 14: 2. Dropsy is an affliction in which an abnormal agcauation of fluids
builds up in the cavities of the body. It is ac@anied by swelling and poor circulation.
It is usually symptomatic of more serious problems.

Jesus challenges the lawyers and Pharisees Jalsfill to cure on the Sabbath or not.”

Their silence demonstrates their hypocrisy andfi@dince to the sufferings of the man in
their midst. Jesus presses the issi®&ippose a son or an ox of anyone of you falls &t

— would you not immediately pull it up, even on3ladbath?” Again the Pharisees remain
silent. Their silence incriminates them all therenoDefinitely they were willing to set aside
their rules about work on the Sabbath for the sdkbeir sons and animals. Yet they would
disallow the healing of a suffering neighbor on shene Sabbath. Something is certainly out
of balance in their priorities.

Jesus immediately heals the man. He demonstratesamgain that he is “Lord of the
Sabbath.” Likewise he shows his compassion fordrusuffering and God'’s given power to
heal.

Luke 14: 7-14. Banquet manners.
*l g e s | 4 14:7 Then 2! when Jesus 2
4 noticed how the guests %
chose the places of honor,
24 he told them a parable.
He said to them, 14:8
“When you are invited by
{, someone to a wedding
feast, Z do not take 2 the
place of honor, because a
person more distinguished than you may have been invited by your host. 22 14:9
So 2 the host who invited both of you will come and say to you, ‘Give this man
your place.” Then, ashamed, 2 you will begin to move to the least important 3°
place. 14:10 But when you are invited, go and take the least important place, so
that when your host 3! approaches he will say to you, ‘Friend, move up here to a

better place.’ 32 Then you will be honored in the presence of all who share the
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meal with you. 14:11 For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but 33 the
one who humbles 3¢ himself will be exalted.”14:12 He 3* said also to the man 3¢
who had invited him, “When you host a dinner or a banquet, 3 don’t invite your
friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors so you can be invited
by them in return and get repaid. 14:13 But when you host an elaborate meal, 32
invite the poor, the crippled, *® the lame, and?° the blind.*' 14:14 Then*2 you will
be blessed, 2 because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid ** at the
resurrection of the righteous.”

DAY 2: (Read Lk 14: 7-14)

1. What does Jesus tell the Pharisees and their gige about true honor at the
banquet?

2. Why would it be better to give hospitality to tke poor and handicapped rather
than to relatives and prominent friends?

3. What is Jesus trying to teach us about the Kingzn of God?

The Pharisees at the Sabbath meal were scrutinizisgs.
However, he turned the tables on them. It is Jedushas been
observing the other invited guests. He will nohain silent.

Jesus points out their selfishness. Like a ganmeusiical chairs
all the guests sought out the prominent place®obhat the
table. He teaches that those who attend the Banthe
Kingdom of God will have a spirit of humility. fine Kingdom
it will be the humblest who occupy the highest pkof honor.

Jesus points out their self- seeking ambition.afthe table would soon play host to show
their importance. Jesus indicates that their giiststas the opposite to that of the kingdom
banquet. These guests could & would all returrfaler. Real love never reckons with
recompense. At the kingdom banquet not a singlgopeon that list could claim that he or
she merited being there. Every one, the beggapled, lame & blind, was there through the
generosity of the host.

Luke 14: 15-24. Parable of the Great Banquet.

14:15 When %° one of those at the meal with Jesus %¢ heard this, he said to him,
“Blessed is everyone * who will feast ¢ in the kingdom of God!” %> 14:16 But

Jesus 2° said to him, “A man once gave a great banquet ' and invited 32 many
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guests. 22 14:17 At 3> the time for the banquet ** he sent his slave *¢ to tell those
who had been invited, ‘Come, because everything is now ready.” 14:18 But one
after another they all 37 began to make excuses. 32 The first said to him, ‘I have
bought a field, *® and 1 must go out and see it. Please excuse me.” 2 14:19
Another %' said, ‘1 have bought five yoke of oxen, 2 and I am going out % to
examine them. Please excuse me.’ 14:20 Another ® said, ‘I just got married, and |
cannot come.’%® 14:21 So %® the slave came back and reported this to his master.
Then the master of the household was furious ¢ and said to his slave, ‘Go out
quickly ¢ to the streets and alleys of the city, ®® and bring in the poor, ° the
crippled, ' the blind, and the lame.’ 14:22 Then 2 the slave said, ‘Sir, what you
instructed has been done, and there is still room.””2 14:23 So”® the master said to
his ® slave, ‘Go out to the highways ’° and country roads ”* and urge 2 people ®
to come in, so that my house will be filled. 2° 14:24 For | tell you, not one of those
individuals 2 who were invited 22 will taste my banquet!””

DAY 3: (Read Lk 14: 15-24) Parable of the great dinner.

1. Why do you think Jesus is telling this parabled the Pharisees?

2. Why is this parable bad news for the Phariseesd their followers?

3. Why is this parable good news for so many?

@ |

A pious remark (14:15) gives Jesus the opportunitell a parable about those who will and
won’t be among the blessed at the feast in thedking Jesus audience is a group of
Pharisees. They are busy, prosperous, and resfgedidn just like those in the parable.

Feast in the kingdom of God Lk 14:15

The prophet Isaiah had described God’s kingdommabandant feast. All God’s people
would be in attendance and at table with God, ealpethe poor, blind and lame. (Isaiah
25:6-9) The image was common in Jesus day (Lk 33:29

Send his servant Lk 14:17.
In a world without clocks, it was customary to irevguest ahead of time and then send for
them when the banquet was actually ready




This parable has good news and bad news. Jesaklisdhup a
mirror before the lawyers and Pharisees. They eartlsat they are
regarding something else as more important therisGodtation
offered through Jesus.

The bad news:Those who are excluded from the banquet have only
themselves to thanks.

The good newsAll are equally invited to the kingdom banquet
including the poor; the crippled, the blind, themaand the strangers
form the highways and bi-ways. In the kingdom otd@oNew Israel
will be re constituted and they will be the refasted people of God,
regardless of religion, race and culture.

Jesus who began the dinner as a dubious guest iretRharisee’s house is clearly
portrayed as the host in the kingdom of God. Jesugaches the generosity of God in
sharing his friendship with sinners.

Lk 14:25-27: Committed Discipleship

14:25 Now large crowds ¢ were accompanying Jesus, 22 and turning to them he
said, 14:26 “If anyone comes to me and does not hate 2¢ his own father and
mother, and wife and children, and brothers and sisters, and even his own life, &
he cannot be my disciple. 14:27 Whoever does not carry his own cross 22 and
follow 22 me cannot be my disciple.

DAY 4: (Read Lk 14: 25-27) Conditions of Discipleship.

1. What point is Jesus making about our relationsip to him?

2. Write down each cost of being a disciple thate3us names in this section.

3. How can you put one of these costs of disciphgs into practice?




Jesus emphasizes that true discipleship is a caetnilationship to him. He uses an
extreme exaggeration to bring home his point. fiij@e comes to
me and does not hate (turn his back on) his fathdmother, his
wife & children, his brothers & sisters, yes, eves own life — he
o i cannot be a disciple of mine.”
\% In Jesus day commitment to family was as intensmas own
@M life. Our relationship to Jesus demands an evemasgr
(gg \\'/ commitment based on love. Jesus will love us sensely that he
,:*'2::;“:‘.::.' \ B | willliterally give his life. Yet he calls us to fliow him fully
knowing the costs.

Hyperbole: Is and extreme exaggeration to make a point. ltavesmmonly used
form of expression in the Jewish tradition.ukesften employed it to make his pc
crystal clear. Examples: “Anyone who comes to nita@aut hating is mother &
father (Lk 14: 26) “It is easier for a camel tothoough a needle’s eye then for a
rich man to enter the kingdom of heaver. (Lk 18:25)

Lk 14:28-34 Parables of commitment to discipleship

. 14:28 For which of you, wanting to build a tower, doesn’t sit down 2 first and
compute the cost 2! to see if he has enough money to complete it? 14:29
Otherwise, 22 when he has laid 22 a foundation and is not able to finish the tower,
24 all who see it 2° will begin to make fun of 2 him. 14:30 They will say, 2* ‘This
man 22 began to build and was not able to finish”” 22 14:31 Or what king, going out
to confront another king in battle, will not sit down ' first and determine
whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose ' the one coming against him
with twenty thousand? 14:32 If he cannot succeed, 1°2 he will send a
representative 22 while the other is still a long way off and ask for terms of
peace. ' 14:33 In the same way therefore not one of you can be my disciple if he
does not renounce all his own possessions. 1°214:34 “Salt '°° is good, but if salt
loses its flavor, 1% how can its flavor be restored? 14:35 It is of no value ‘% for the
soil or for the manure pile; it is to be thrown out. ' The one who has ears to hear

had better listen!”11°

DAY 5: (Read Lk 14: 28-34)

1. Inthese two parables what is Jesus telling tregowd that they must do to follow
him?
a. First parable

b. Second parable




| 2. Why do you follow Jesus?

I ————

The seriousness demanded by conditions for distigdas now presented
in twin parables:

* Building a tower.

* Marching to battle. >
Jesus counsels his followers not to decide onplestip without advance,
mature self-probing. It is a total commitment tsukeand his way of life.

Lk 14: 34-35 Parable of salt

105 14:34 “Salt '°° is good, but if salt loses its flavor, '’ how can its
flavor be restored? 14:35 It is of no value 1 for the soil or for the
manure pile; it is to be thrown out. > The one who has ears to
hear had better listen!” 11°

Discipleship is like salt. If salt loses its flavibrs not fit for use. Jesus says the same applies
to the disciple who loses enthusiasm & commitmenttie reign of God.

SALT Lk. 14:34 Salt was indispensable as a preservative, arflay and an ingredient for holy
sacrifices. Pure sodium Chloride cannot losdatgdfr, but the salt taken from the Dead Sea was
mixed with another ingredient, carnalite. If tleelsim chloride was dissolved away, the remainde
was bitter and lost its salty flavor.
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FR. JUDGE AND DISCIPLESHIP:

“There is so much love in all the Presentationdesus,
our Savior, to us. His love and mercy are so grdd¢
does so much for us as Redeemer, as Intercessouyras
Elder Brother...We should be so glad to be His dissip
What a joy to be in the school of Christ! What a
privilege! How we should appreciate our Christian
inheritance...Incomparable grace! We should be alert
and earnest in acquainting ourselves with His téagh
and precepts.

(Letter conference to Missionary Servants. Date
unknown.)

“Our Savior’s birthday! He gave His all to us. l&w
much He had to give! What will you and | give? aiMb

to be our birthday present?
Jesus has followers; He needs friends. Jesusdlas/brs; He needs workers.
This is the hour to plan for His Christmas.”

(Article - the Holy Ghost magazine - Dec. 1928)



