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Day 1: (read Lk. 3: 1-20). John the Baptist.

1. What did John's baptism call the people to do?

2. How is John's baptism different from Jesus'?



Luke's Gospel leaps 20 years. The children pagttay the first 2 chapters are grown
men. The cousins meet as prophet and Son of God.

Luke uses the political history of the day to datén and Jesus' public life.

Tiberias (Lk: 3:1): Tiberias was the Roman emperor, the successordsata
Augustus.

His fifteenth year would be 28 - 29 A.D. Again,Keudenotes the Worldwide importance
of Jesus' ministry.

Herod: Herod the Great was the Jewish king at the tim#eefis' birth. His son, Herod
Antipas, succeeded Herod the Great and reignetl3A.D. Jesus will stand before
Herod upon his trial.

Annas & Caiaphas: They were the Jewish High priests during Jesus'stmyn
Caiaphas was the religious leader who would call&sus' death.

METANOIA : Greek word for

JOHN'S PREACHING: Lk. 3: 3-20 conversion.
John preaching was specific. He preached the tapes It means to turn around and
for forgiveness to prepare for the coming of theglo to go in a new direction.

He called for a complete congarsi
‘. +.. of heart; a reform of life to prepare

- for the Messiah.

John's preaching took notice. A prophet had nehbe

sent to Israel for 400 years. His preaching wamst

and personal.

He called those seeking baptisirood of vipers."
© His image paints a vivid picture of a burning finehe
desert with the snakes slithering to escape.

JOHN'S BAPTISM:

John demands a change in deeds and not just k ritua
cleansing. Baptism implies washing. However,
John'shaptism of repentancecalls for a purification
that can only come about through a reform of life.

%—-ﬁ————?, e = Two groups, in particular, came seeking baptism: ta
== A PO i .

NS eI E S s collectors and soldiers.

In Jesus' ministry they will be contrasted with Btearisees and religious leaders who
considered themselves righteous (justified befard)G Tax collectors such as Levy (Lk.
5: 27-31), Zacchaeus (Lk. 19:1-27) and the parabtee Pharisee and the tax collector
(Lk. 18: 9-14) show how they had authentic charajdseart and found favor with God.



Tax Collectors(Lk. 3:12)

The people despised them. They were Jews whdoo#ted with the Roman
conquerors in collecting taxes. They were hat fworting the people for their fees. They
were considered some of the most sinful of Israel.

Soldiers(Lk. 3:14)

They were non-Jews who carried out the Roman
oppression.

They were disliked for their profession, for being
gentiles

and were counted among the powerful and privileged.
Yet they responded to John's preaching, soughsJesu
for

' the healing of a servant (Lk. 7:1-10) and gave

" testimony to

Jesus at his crucifixion. (Lk. 23: 47). Soldiers
represented

the sinful gentiles.

John'spreaching andbaptism pre-figures Jesus' mission to sinners. They werset
who were despised, marginalized and consideredlaereable.

John's baptism and Jesus' baptism:
"l baptize with water. But one will come after me whd babtize you
with the holy spirit and fire.{Lk. 3:16)

Jesus' baptism will call for more than a chandevill bring about a new creation and a
new people. Luke will describe this baptism ofu®# his account of Pentecost in the
Acts of the Apostleshen the apostles receive the Holy Spirit in theaote room. (Lk.
2:1-40).

Day 2: (read Lk. 3:21-22) Baptism of Jesus.

1. What does Jesus' baptism say about his identity?

2. What does your baptism say about your identity?
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1. God proclaims Jesus as His beloved Son.

2. Jesus is anointed and consecrated by God fonikson.

3. Jesus is the long awaited Messiah.

4. Jesus is the one who is filled with the HolyrBpi

5. Jesus identifies completely with our humanitye sinless one enters the water and
world of sinners.

6. Jesus commits himself to our salvation.

7. Jesus begins his ministry.

B s R e S
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The baptism of Jesus speaks of his

~ mission and his method of mission.

- $ ! (o84 (
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. Through it he save us

~ He is baptized with all others in the river
Jordan. Jesus is the sinless one. Yet he
enters the same water as the sinners
seeking forgiveness. He embraces
entirely our humanity even to the extreme

of a death on the cros$He who did not
know sin became sin for ugHebrews).

Luke portrays Jesus in prayer when the
Holy Spirit descends upon him. Prayer is
| a central activity for Jesus in the Gospel
of Luke. Before every significant
decision and event in Jesus' life he will be
in prayer to his heavenly Father.
Likewise, his followers are called to make
prayer a priority and central action in their
lives.

$ 1%

Luke can correctly be called the Evangelist oftdody Spirit. He describes the Holy
Spirit as the architect of the Incarnation, the bf Jesus and his mission. Jesus operates
in and through the action of the Holy Spirit. Héad, accompanied and strengthened by
the Holy Spirit. Likewise, his followers will beaptized with the same spirit to continue
the mission of Jesus.

At baptism the Holy Spirit descends upon Jesuberfarm of a dove. It is a direct image
of Genesis 1:2, the creation of the world. In 3e§&od is bringing about a new creation
infused with the Holy Spirit.
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Fr. Judge promoted a practical devotion to the Fepyrit
since the early 1900's. He saw the direct conmrecti

the Holy Spirit to the life of Jesus and the miasid the
Church. He recognized that the same spirit theteleded
on Jesus’ at baptism and that sent the Apostlbs ttesus'
witnesses at Pentecost strengthens, guides and gend
baptized today. He called for laity to pray foe tHoly
Spirit and its gifts to guide them in the missidnfeir lives.

"The Holy Spirit works in you, and therefore the gladrefghe
Church today (Pentecost) is a personal gladness with us.
The Holy Spirit possesses you; you are marked and panigd
signed and sealed unto the Holy Spirit. You are his.

How much the Holy Spirit has done in you, in all 8fand how
much he is doing in the Church!"

Fr. Thomas Judge- Conference to the Cenacle Family- 1928.
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I Day 3:(read Lk. 3: 23-36). Genealogy of Jesus. I

1. What does Jesus lineage say about him?

2. How far can you trace your lineage? What daes yamily tree say about you?

Family Tree of Jesus Christ

Matthew begins his Gospel with Jesus' genealogyhilghlights

his Jewish family roots. Jesus is traced backekbtaham, the
father of faith.

Luke traces Jesus' line all the way to the begmoircreation of

man, Adam. He also, traces Jesus' family roobt®th Joseph
and Mary

Luke's genealogy stresses two key facts:
1. Jesus is truly the son of Adam - fully human.
2. Jesus is truly Son of God - fully divine.
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Day 4: (read Lk. 4: 1-3).

1. Why do you think the Holy Spirit led Jesus itlie desert after his baptism?

2. What temptation of test has strengthened ygwum life? What was it like when you
were experiencing it?

The Holy Spirit sends Jesus into the desert tdre@gthened, purified and focused for
his mission. Satan enters after Jesus has be@rgfés 40 days, when Jesus is at his
weakest. Satan seeks to pervert Jesus' true mission

The temptations are related to how Jesus will aptisimhis mission.

Day 5: (read Lk. 4: 3-13).

1. What does the first temptation say about Jesd$&s mission?

2. What is the biggest temptation that you face how

3. Where do you draw strength to confront this textipn?

First temptation. (LK. 4:3-5). Stones to bread.

Satan appeals to Jesus status as Son of God. igesus
being tempted to use his personal power for his own
ends. In particular, he is tempting Jesus towitbout
suffering, conflict and the cross.

Jesus' response%s&

# G # 1
& @ F
Jesus will seek to be obedient to his Father naemat
what the trial- no matter what the cost. The wofféGod
and his will are Jesus' priority.



Second Temptation. (Lk. 4:6-8).Power and glory.

Jesus is tempted with earthly power and its glafg. must choose between the kingdom
of this world and the Kingdom of God. He is tentpte put his trust in something other
than his Father - wealth, influence, might, his gwnvers. He is tempted to compromise
and use his powers to attain his mission to humanit

Jesus' responseHe opts to use the only powers not contaminatederworld by evil -
truth andlove! These are the powers of the Kingdom of God thatstam this world.

Third Temptation: (Lk. 4:9-13). Put God to the test.

Satan tempts Jesus to test God. The voice of Gdedsus' baptism confirmed that he is
God's beloved Son. Yet when times get rough wisl\ord be enough. This is the sin
of Israel in the desert as they wandered for 40sye@od's word was not enough for
them. They demanded a sign. They put God toette t

Jesus' response: He refused to call upon callpdrform a sign that would confirm him
before Israel as the Messiah. Likewise, Jesusr@filise to perform signs to win over
followers.

Satan will tempt again:
The temptation of Satan will find its full force t¢ime cross.F !
4 H%#! F G 8 9H8

Summary: Jesus has stood firm against all attempts to comigeoor pervert his
mission. He has been tested and strengthenedjto the mission. He is armed with
God's truth and love. The Reign of God will bdyfistablished by Jesus.



