Luke 7

Luke: Chapter 7

Kingdom People: Gentiles and Sinners
Following the Sermon on the Plains, Luke emphasizeguality of faith
that is demanded of a
disciple. The surprise comes in this chapter wdresees whose faith
shines
Though the leaders of Israel do not gladly seelsléke Gentiles and
sinners do. They will become a vital part of Godiegdom people.

This section of the gospel highlights Jesus’ missmthe Gentiles, the poor, women, sinners and
disciples of John the Baptist. The Kingdom otd®elongs to themTheir response is
summarized in the proclamatidi# great prophet has been raised in our midst and&&has
visited his people.(Lk 7:16).

THE CENTURION AND HIS SERVANT: (Lk 7: 1-10)

7:1 After Jesus! had finished teaching all this to the people,? he entered Capernaum.
3 7:2 A centurion? there® had a slave® who was highly regarded,” but who was sick
and at the point of death. 7:3 When the centurion® heard® about Jesus, he sent some
Jewish elders ° to him, asking him to come ' and heal his slave. 7:4 When 2 they
came 2 to Jesus, they urged* him earnestly, ’®> “He is worthy ¢ to have you do this

for him, 7:5 because he loves our nation, '’ and even'® built our synagogue.”? 7:6 So

20 Jesus went with them. When %! he was not far from the house, the centurion?? sent
friends to say to him, “Lord, do not trouble yourself, 2 for I am not worthy ** to have
you come under my roof. 7:7 That is why ?° | did not presume % to come to you.
Instead, say the word, and my servant must be healed. ? 7:8 For | too am a man set
under authority, with soldiers under me. 2 | say to this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes,?° and to
another, ‘Come,’ and he comes, and to my slave, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.”3° 7:9 When
Jesus heard this, he was amazed 3! at him. He turned and said to the crowd that
followed him, “I tell you, not even in Israel have I found such faith!”32 7:10 So 3> when

those who had been sent returned to the house, they found the slave* well.

Begin each reflection day in prayer: (Suggesteyen)

Loving God, you sent us your only Son, Jesus

He came to fulfill your promises and start a Newdtom for us.

Send us the Holy Spirit to embrace Jesus and Ymgdem.

Teach us the values of the Kingdom. Amen.

DAY 1: (Read Luke 7: 1-10)) The Centurion.

Take a moment. Read the passage of the day. herdatply.

Scripture records only two occasions in which Jegas “amazed” (Mk 6:6 & Lk 7:9).

1. What was it about the Centurion that so amazedebkus?

The Centurion was a gentile and pagan.
2. What does his interaction with Jesus say abouim? What does it say about Jesus?
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I 3. What does the interaction say about the Kingdorof God? I

I The Centurion is a shining light of faith and
"S" acceptance of Jesus. He does not fit the accepted
L
(&)

mold of a true believer. He was a Gentile and Roma
officer that commanded 100 soldiers. His duty teas
patrol and ensure peace in the conquered territory
Herod the Tetrarch. Yet what a believer! Jeswene
saw the Centurion nor touched his dying servant.
However, the Centurion’s faith in the power of Jsu
word brought about the cure.
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Centurion’s Request:“A Centurion had a servant he
held in high regard, who was sick to the point eith.
When he heard about Jesus he sent some Jewishdeade
to him, asking him to come and save the life of his
servant.” Lk 7: 2-3). “When Jesus was only a short
distance from the house, the Centurion sent frieadsl!
him. ‘Sir, do not trouble yourself, for | am noosthy to

© RON REAVES have you enter my house, just give the word and my
servant will be curedLk 7: 7-8).

Rabbi, I Am Not

The Centurion had great integrity. He esteemeddrigant, the Jewish people and most of all,
Jesus. The main reason that he would not comenahg to ask Jesus was because he
understood the Jewish teaching about Gentiless Yawld be considered unclean if they
touched a Gentile or even entered his hodde Centurion also understood the power of a
spoken command. He commanded many men. Respohgeword could mean the difference
of life and death in the field of battle.

Jesus’ Response:Jesus showed amazement on hearing this, and tuiméte crowd which
was following him to say, ‘I tell you. | have ne¥eund so much faith among the Israelites.”
(Lk 7:9).

The Main Points of this episode:

The word of Jesus is power.

One does not need to be in Jesus’ physical pregermmemoved or impacted.
Faith in Jesus’ word is salvation.

Obedience to Jesus’ word is a joy and a commaegéoy follower.

The Kingdom of God is an invitation to all peopéesl cultures.

The story of a Centurion will surface again in &ats of the Apostles, Chapter 10.
(Cornelius, the Centurion will be the first Gentddmitted into the Church)
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THE WIDOW AND HER SON: Lk 7: 11-17.

7:11 Soon 3% afterward 3¢ Jesus 3’ went to a town 32 called

Nain, and his disciples and a large crowd went with him.
7:12 As he approached the town gate, a man 32 who had
died was being carried out, “° the only son of his mother
(who*! was a widow #?), and a large crowd from the town*
was with her. 7:13 When * the Lord saw her, he had
compassion *° for her and said to her, “Do not weep.” “¢
7:14 Then *” he came up * and touched *° the bier, °° and
those who carried it stood still. He ! said, “Young man, |
say to you, get up!” 7:15 So °2 the dead man %2 sat up and
began to speak, and Jesus ** gave him back *° to his
mother. 7:16 Fear 3¢ seized them all, and they began to glorify ° God, saying, “A
great prophet 2 has appeared 2> among us!” and “God has come to help %° his
people!” 7:17 This ! report®? about Jesus % circulated®* throughout® Judea and all

the surrounding country

DAY 2: (Read Lk 7:11-17) The Widow and her son.
Imagine yourself in the funeral procession in {hessage.
1. Where are you in the scene? What are you doing®hat do you feel for the mother?

Jesus’ good news is for the poor. What are waysdhthe widow was poor?

This episode demonstrates the full extent of Jemutsiority. His word is stronger than death.
Jesus reveals this power in an encounter of gmapassion. He engages a mother who loses
her only son. To add to her pain, the loss ofdoermeans a life of destitutioshe is from
Naim. Like the Centurion, she is a Gentile. Theesinot hinder Jesus in the least. The
Kingdom of God belongs to such as her.

Jesus confronted sickness with the Centurion’sasgrvHis word heals. Now he confronts
death with power and authority. Death is the wtienexpression of Satan’s hold over man.
Jesus deliberately touches the funeral litter.shimvs that he was not afraid to touch death nor
did he fear being contaminated or unclean by deatldoes he fear Satan’s hold. This is one of
the clearest signs that the Kingdom of God hasexdlri

This passage recalls the raising of the son oiidew of Zarephath by the prophet Elijah in the
Old Testament (1 Kgs 17: 8-12). It prefigures $eewn death. Mary will become the
sorrowing widow. Yet sorrow will be turned to gréay by his resurrection from the dead.

WIDOW : In the ancient world, there was little pitfor widows. The Mosaic Code had to
provide for their defense by a special rule: ‘ yshall not wrong any widow or orphan.’
(Exodus 22:21). A woman without any man to protéer or provide for her was the most |
helpless. Salaried work for women was very rafewidow represents one of the poorest an}
most vulnerable of people.
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SIGNS OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD: Lk 7: 18-28.

Jesus was not the type of Messiah that many were
looking for. Many wanted a fiery, vengeful leader.
The encounter with John the Baptist's disciples,
clarifies who Jesus is and what kind of Messiaishe
He initiates the Kingdom of God proclaimed by the
prophets, especially Isaiah. Jesus is the Mesdah
brings good news to the poor.

The disciples’ question:*Are you ‘He who is to
come’ or do we look for someone else?”

Some of the Prophet Isaiah’s prophesies

“Here is your God. He comes with vindication; Hanees to save you.

Then you will see the eyes of the blind be opahecgars of the deaf be cleared:

Then will the lame leap like a stag, then the tangtithe dumb will sindls 35: 4-6)

Your dead shall live, their corpses shall rise; a&e& and sing, you who lie in du@s 26: 19).
He has sent me to bring good news to the lowliietd the brokenhearte@s 61: 1)

Jesus’ reply:“Go and report to John what you have seen and hedilde blind recover their
sight, cripples walk, the deaf hear, dead men arsed to life, and the poor have the good news
preached to them. Blest is that man who finds mmbling block in me.(Lk 7: 22-23).

Jesus’ answer recalls his mission statement diggening of his ministry. (see Lk 4:16-21).
Specifically, it describes the prophecy of Isaidhiah proclaims the signs of God’s Kingdom

and the presence of the Messiah. The actionssasJae more than healing and miracles. They
are clear indicators that the Kingdom of God hagube Jesus fulfills the promises of Isaiah and
the prophets.

Jesus is clearly the Messiah and he affirms it théhtestimony of his works. He also
acknowledges the greatness of John the Baptisie@zhso many to conversion. However, he
proclaims the greatness for those who follow Hiviet the least born into the Kingdom of God
is greater than he (John the Baptidtk 7: 28. What dignity there is in following Jesaisd
belonging to the Kingdom! They are considered eyeater than the prophet, John.
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THE SINFUL WOMAN AND THE PHARISEE: Lk 7: 36-50.

Sinful Woman (k 7:37) Considered a prostitute. She could
have easily entered the Pharisee’s house sinceedinmere not
private. However, she would not have been weldoiSee
would have been an embarrassment.

At his feet (Lk 7:38) People did not sit at the table to dinhey
reclined on low couches, leaning on the left arinwhe head
toward the table and the body stretched away frionThe
sandals were removed before reclining. The womasnot a

welcome guest who reclined at the table. She wassats’ feet. : = ( ‘
Likewise, the host would normally anoint the hebd guest — )
when he entered the house. A servant would wastithfrom WA AN

the guest’s feet. The lowest servant had the fatashing the
feet. The feet were considered the least impogaritof the
body.

She washed my feet
with her tears

Hair (Lk 7:38) Considered the most glorious part of bloely. A
woman almost never unbound her hair in public.
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Jesus, himself, makes very clear the important¢lkeofvoman’s actions of washing his feet with
her tears then anointing them with oil.

His parable of the two debtors makes the pointtatydear. He has come to forgive those who
would welcome him. The foundation of such forgigss is faith in him.

Jesus eats with tax collectors and sinners. Ligewe dines with Pharisees. He makes no
distinction. The episode compares the relatignehthe self-righteous and the sinner. Simon
is self-righteous with God. He keeps a respeetf cool distance from Jesus. They share the
same table but there is no warmth of friendshiptner respect. He is aloof from Jesus. How
different he is from the woman whom he disdainee Woman responds to Jesus with all her
heart. She pours out her tears, her emotiondpher her need for forgiveness. Before God,
Simon and the woman were both in the same situafldrey needed forgiveness. They needed
salvation.

Jesus’ responsélLk 7:47-50)"I tell you that is why her many sins are forgiverecause of her
great love. He then said to her, ‘your sins angieen... Your faith has been your salvation.
Now go in peace.”

The repentant woman demonstrates the quality tf faguired to enter the Kingdom of God.
She has a living faith enflamed by love. She neethe fullness of God’s blessing
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Fr. Judge “The impact of faith on Jesus”

“When our Lord wished to say something to
show that he was joyful, it was an expression like
this: “ Oh woman, great is thy faith! Let it be doto
thee as thou wilt.” (Mt. 15:28)

And: “Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-Jona, for flesh
and blood has not revealed this to thee, but my
Father in heaven. “(Mt. 16:17.) You could give Jesu
the same joy. There is no faith in Heaven. Itis al
over. This is the time for faith. In heaven we krow
everything is seen, demonstrated. This is our
opportunity. This is the time for proving the stgiri
This is the time to win that grace and that mefit o
pleasing our Lord, of being men and women of faith.
To have faith! Oh, what is more wonderful! To
scatter it, to teach it, to bring other to it, atmlsave
children for the faith. This is the work you can tio
the

providence of every day life, you can do it.”

Fr. Judge Conference to Missionary Cenacle Apostale April 13 1932
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