Luke 8

Luke: Chapter 8
Jesus and the Women

Begin each reflection day in prayer: (Suggested prayer)

Loving God, you sent us your only Son, Jesus

He came to fulfill your promises and invite allgarticipate
in your Reign.

Send us the Holy Spirit to embrace Jesus and Yogdém.
Teach us the ways of the Kingdom. Amen.

In Chapter 8 Jesus begins a second and final talile€. This time he leaves the towns

and visits the villages and country - side. Aseztpd the Twelve accompany him. The

surprise is that a group of women also accompamy Hiesus breaks with the customs and
expectations of his day. Luke tells us more alboarnen than the other gospels. He presents
them as having a central role in the ministry anskion of Jesus. He likewise demonstrates
their prominent and pivotal role in the missiortloé early Church (Acts of the Apostles).

THE WOMEN WHO ACCOMPANIED JESUS: Lk 8: 1-3:

8:1 Some time ! afterward 2 he went on through towns 2 and villages, preaching
and proclaiming the good news * of the kingdom of God. 2 The ¢ twelve were with
him, 8:2 and also some women  who had been healed of evil spirits and
disabilities: 2 Mary? (called Magdalene), from whom seven demons had gone out,
8:3 and Joanna the wife of Cuza 1° (Herod’s ! household manager), 2 Susanna,

and many others who provided for them 3 out of their own resources.

DAY 1: (Read Luke 8: 1-3) Women who follow Jesus.
Take a moment. Read the passage of the day. Beedeeply

In Jesus’ day it was unheard-of that a rabbi woalldw women to travel with him as
disciples.

1. Why do you think these women followed and suppted Jesus?

2. What does this say about Jesus and the Reign®bd?

3. How do women serve Jesus today?
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Jesus now has two distinct groups of followerse Telve and the women. Three of the
women are mentioned by name; Mary Magdalene, Joamth&uzanna. Yet many others also
accompanied Jesus.

The women are depicted as ministering to Jesushentivelve in roles that were
revolutionary for its day. Women were never catie@ccompany a Jewish Rabbi nor were
they taught to be disciples. Also, they are prmgdor Jesus and the twelve from their own
economic means. Some were single. At least onewaased, Joanna. Most likely others
were married. They were conversing, learning, suppy and traveling with a man who was
not from their husband, father nor brother.

In introducing these women early in Jesus’ publicistry Luke is emphasizing the key role
that women have in Christianity. They are not dmaled and invited to the Kingdom but
they are called to be full participants in the rsini and mission of Jesus.

Luke foreshadows their importance and pivotal relbagh will be
demonstrated at:

1) the cross of Jesus. (Lk 23:49).

2) the resurrection of Jesus. (Lk 24:10-11)

3) the descent of the Holy Spirit. (Acts 1: 14).

4) the establishment of Christians communitieth wi
Paul. (Acts of the Apostles).
Likewise, Luke demonstrates Jesus’ attitude andractowards
women. He restores the proper image of women sgpckin their

creation. They are man’s equal and partner imibidd. (Genesis 1: 26-
29 & 2: 18 -23).

Mary (called Magdalene) Lk 8:2

Mary of Magdala has been erroneously equated viaghprrostitute mentioned in Lk 7: 36-50 or with
Mary of Bethany, the sister of Martha and Lazaruske makes it clear that she had been possesged
by 7 demons - a quite different problem from thep2 Marys. Regardless of her troubled past shig
had a glorious Christian future. Jesus made herfingt witness of the Resurrection! She then
became the Apostle to the 12 Apostles. Lk 24: 10-11

Joanna, the wife of Chuza. Lk 8:2

Jesus healed her and then she became a member gfaihp of Galilean women who followed and
ministered to Jesus. She even followed Jesus tringifixion (23:55). She went to the tomb and Wi
one of the first withesses of the resurrection:1@% She is referred to as the wife of Chuza who hjld
a position in the court of King Herod. This mentaf Joanna highlights the reality that Jesus’
preaching and ministry touched high places andignitial public figures.Many, such as Herod,

would be responsible for his death

Women as Apostles:
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The various gospel accounts present the vitalobleomen in the
life, ministry and mission of Jesus. As witnessikis death and
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THE FIRST PARABLES: Lk 8: 4 - 18.

8:4 While a large crowd was gathering and people were coming to Jesus * from
one town after another,!®> he spoke to them !¢ in a parable: 8:5 “A sower went out
to sow ' his seed.!® And as he sowed, some fell along the path and was trampled
on, and the wild birds 12 devoured it. 8:6 Other seed fell on rock, 22 and when it
came up, it withered because it had no moisture. 8:7 Other seed fell among the
thorns, 2! and they grew up with it and choked ?? it. 8:8 But 2 other seed fell on
good soil and grew, # and it produced a hundred times as much grain.” £ As he
said this, 2 he called out, “The one who has ears to hear had better listen!” 2 8:9
Then 2 his disciples asked him what this parable meant. 2 8:10 He 2° said, “You
have been given 3! the opportunity to know 32 the secrets *® of the kingdom of God,
34 put for others they are in parables, so that although they see they may not see,
and although they hear they may not understand. *° 8:11 “Now the parable means 3¢
this: The seed is the word of God. 8:12 Those along the path are the ones who
have heard; then the devil 3 comes and takes away the word 32 from their hearts,
so that they may not believe ** and be saved. 8:13 Those “° on the rock are the
ones who receive the word with joy when they hear it, but they have no root. They
believe for a while,%! but“? in a time of testing ** fall away.** 8:14 As for the seed
that 5 fell among thorns, these are the ones who hear, but ¢ as they go on their
way they are choked %’ by the worries and riches and pleasures of life,“¢ and their
fruit does not mature. 2 8:15 But as for the seed that landed on good soil, these
are the ones who, after hearing *° the word, cling to it *! with an honest and good
52 heart, and bear fruit with steadfast endurance.

DAY 2: (Read Lk 8:4-15) The Parable of the four soils.

1. What does the seed represent?

2. What kind of soil best describes you today? Why?
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I PARABLE: a brief story taken for everyday life to make aial point. Jesus taught the people I

using parables. Most of his parables confronthlearer with a radical choice to accept or reject th
Kingdom of God. A typical parable presents onglsipoint. It usually makes comparisons and
normally has a surprise ending or surprise applicat for the listener.

Parable of The Sower: Lk 8:4 - 8.
The point of this parable: Jesus’ word will bearit

The point of the parable concerns Jesus and histnyin He may appear to | %%
have little success. Yet one day his life and stigiwill bear an abundant
yield of faith and believers. The parable likewiseto encourage the
apostles of every generation to persevere in timgstry. The word they
proclaim and live will bear much fruit.

TO SOW. Lk 8:5:In the mid eastern practice the seed was sown Jrst
and plowed afterwards, if it was plowed at all. e and pathways

cut directly through the fields. Traffic made mudthe surface to
hard for the seed to take root.

The Explanation: Lk 8:9-15.

Following Jesus’ parable Luke presents an explanatit turns the parable into an allegory.
In an allegory each concept has a particular mganjexampleThe rocky ground). “The
rocky ground represents the ones who hear the wemgive it with great joy, but they have no root;
they believe for awhile, but fall away in time @fptation.”

Most likely the explanation was an inspired teagtby the early Christian community that
clarified why certain Christians persevered intltemmitment while others fell away. The
interpretation serves the Christian today as itidlithe early Church.

Parable of the Lamp. Lk 8:16-18:

53 Showing the Light8:16 “No one lights 3¢ a lamp %*> and then covers it with a jar or
puts it under a bed, but puts it on a lampstand so that those who come in can see
the light. 3¢ 8:17 For nothing is hidden 3’ that will not be revealed, 32 and nothing
concealed that will not be made known and brought to light. 8:18 So listen
carefully, 22 for whoever has will be given more, but ¥ whoever does not have,
even what he thinks he has ¢! will be taken from him.”

The point: The one who receives the word will Bghat of witness to others.
The follower of Jesus is enlightened by God to irecthe Kingdom and know its ways. This
gift granted to the disciple is to be publicly ldzand shared with others. The maturing

Christian because of his/ her acceptance and peagtithe Word of God becomes a light to
show others the way. This is the role of the Clastto be witnesses of Jesus.
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THE TRUE FAMILY OF JESUS: Lk 8: 19-21.

8:19 Now Jesus’%2 mother and his brothers ¢ came to him, but® they could not

get near him because of the crowd. 8:20 So ®> he was told, “Your mother and your
brothers are standing outside, wanting to see you.” 8:21 But he replied ¢ to them,
“My mother and my brothers are those ¢ who hear the word of God and do it.” 8

DAY 3: (Read Lk 8: 19-21) Jesus’ Family.

1. Do you feel like a brother or sister or motherd Jesus? Why?

2. How did you get so close to Jesus?

This passage emphasizes the points made in thertyegiof the chapter. Two groups have
dedicated themselves to Jesus;_the apostldgshe women disciples

* They hear Jesus’ word and act upon it. Jesusle$tab this as the criteria to belong
to his family. The relation between Jesus ancctmemitted follower is a powerful
bond of family.

 The women are clearly given a role of equality digphity. Jesus’ attitude towards
them is best expressed when he refers to such wamé&nother” and “sister” to
himself.

THE BROTHERS OF JESUS!In the strict sense, “brothers” are certainly boaf the same father

and mother. But in Hebrew and Aramaic, as in matiner languages, the word also designates otfjer
members of the same family or tribe.

Adelphosis the Greek word use for brother in the gospéian express other relationships such g
neighbor, tribesman, step -brother, cousin and kin.

The most ancient tradition has interpreted the tefrftdesus’ brothers” as kindred or cousins.

THE POWER OF JESUS. Lk 8: 22-56.

Luke now describes the power of Jesus and his wotd
miraculous events. All these events include woméet the last
two events inter -weave the restoration of wome@ad'’s original
plan since creation.

Calming of the Storm. Lk 8: 22-25:

8:22 One ® day Jesus ° got into a boat ' with his

disciples and said to them, “Let’s go across to the other
side of the lake.” So’2 they set out, 8:23 and as they sailed

he fell asleep. Now a violent windstorm 2> came down on
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the lake, ™ and the boat ”®> started filling up with water, and they were in danger.
8:24 They ® came Z and woke him, saying, “Master, Master, 2 we are about to
die!” So ” he got up and rebuked 2° the wind and the raging waves; %' they died
down, and it was calm. 8:25 Then 22he said to them, “Where is your faith?” 8 But
they were afraid and amazed, ¢ saying to one another, “Who then is this? He

commands even the winds and the water, 2> and they obey him!”

Jesus has demonstrated his power over sicknegh, aleh Satan. Now the power of his word
controls the chaotic forces of nature. Jesusrésdwer all even nature.

The disciples still do not fully grasp who JesusTée disciples in the boat include the
women who were introduced at the beginning of tiegpter. They are terrified by the
severity of the wind and waves. They are surettigt are doomed. They are gratefully
amazed when Jesus calms the storm. They witnetsswbia the wind and the sea obey his
word. The calming of the sea calls the followerplace faith in Jesus in all situations. It
calls them to not lose hope nor faith in the pesiofitrial. The same disciples who live with
such fear will become the first Church and willdanany trials with courage and
perseverance.

The Gerasene Demoniac, Lk 8: 26-39:

8:26 So 2° they sailed over to the region of the Gerasenes, 2 which is opposite 2
Galilee. 8:27 As 2 Jesus 2° stepped ashore, 2! a certain man from the town 22 met
him who was possessed by demons. 22 For a long time this man 22 had worn no
clothes and had not lived in a house, but among 2°> the tombs. 8:28 When he saw 2¢
Jesus, he cried out, fell 22 down before him, and shouted with a loud voice, “Leave
me alone, 22 Jesus, Son of the Most High2® God! | beg you, do not torment 122 me!”
8:29 For Jesus %! had started commanding 122 the evil 122 spirit to come out of the
man. (For it had seized him many times, so '® he would be bound with chains and
shackles 1°° and kept under guard. But 1°® he would break the restraints and be
driven by the demon into deserted %’ places.) 1°¢ 8:30 Jesus then 122 asked him,
“What is your name?” He '? said, “Legion,” 1! because many demons had entered
him. 8:31 And they began to beg 2 him not to order > them to depart into the
abyss. 1% 8:32 Now a large herd of pigs was feeding there on the hillside, 1'* and
the demonic spirits 1'® begged Jesus 17 to let them go into them. He gave them
permission. '® 8:33 So!!? the demons came out of the man and went into the pigs,
and the herd of pigs 2° rushed down the steep slope into the lake and drowned.
8:34 When 12! the herdsmen saw what had happened, they ran off and spread the
news 22 jn the town 12 and countryside. 8:35 So 12 the people went out to see
what had happened, and they came to Jesus. They 12° found the man from whom
the demons had gone out, sitting at Jesus’ feet, clothed and in his right mind, and
they were afraid. 8:36 Those 12 who had seen it told them how the man who had
been demon-possessed had been healed. ' 8:37 Then 2 all the people of the
Gerasenes 122 and the surrounding region 13 asked Jesus 3! to leave them alone,
132 for they were seized with great fear. 133 So 13 he got into the boat and left. 132
8:38 The man from whom the demons had gone out begged to go 3¢ with him, but
Jesus 37 sent him away, saying, 8:39 “Return to your home, 132 and declare 132

87
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what God has done for you.” 14? So %' he went away, proclaiming throughout the

whole town %2 what Jesus *2 had done for him.

DAY 4: (Read Lk 8: 22-39) The Demoniac.

1. How did these 3 groups respond to Jesus when thgaw his power? Why?

a) The demon, Legion. Lk 8:28-32

b) The Gerasenes. Lk 8:34-37.

c) The freed demoniac. Lk 8:38-39

Following the calming of the sea Jesus now calssaaof insanity raging within the human

soul.

The story is compelling and points out the powelegus on many levels.

* Jesus crosses the sea and enters pagan teriitorglace is off limits for him.

* Jesus’ power saves a non-believer. It prefiguresitissionary outreach to the Gentiles
that will be carried out by his followers.

* No amount of demons or evil can match Jesus’ pomareven a legion.

(the pigs prefer suicide to the company of demons).

* The power of Jesus is met with fear by the pagguiadion. They are not ready to
receive him. They ask him to leave. However, thestles will return after the
resurrection. Then the Gospel of Jesus will be ag#a enthusiastically by the Gentile
world.

* The man who is healed becomes a missionary ambiggaton people. His personal
testimony will prepare his people to accept Jesasater time.

The Healing of Two Women, Lk 8: 40 - 56:

8:40 Now when Jesus returned, '** the crowd welcomed him, because they were

all waiting for him. 8:41 Then *° a man named Jairus, who was a ruler '“¢ of the

synagogue, ¥ came up. Falling 48 at Jesus’ feet, he pleaded %2 with him to come
to his house, 8:42 because he had an only daughter, about twelve years old, and
she was dying. 1*° As Jesus was on his way, the crowds pressed *' around him.
8:43 Now 1°2 a woman was there who had been suffering from a hemorrhage %2 for
twelve years 1** but could not be healed by anyone. 8:44 She 13> came up behind
Jesus 1°¢ and touched the edge 157 of his cloak, 12 and at once the bleeding 12
stopped. 8:45 Then 1%° Jesus asked, ¢! “Who was it who touched me?” When they

all denied it, Peter 1°2 said, “Master, the crowds are surrounding you and pressing
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163 against you!” 8:46 But Jesus said, “Someone touched me, for 1 know that

power has gone out ** from me.” 8:47 When 1> the woman saw that she could not

escape notice, 1°®* she came trembling and fell down before him. In 1¢7 the

presence of all the people, she explained why ' she had touched him and how

she had been immediately healed. 8:48 Then '®® he said to her, “Daughter, your

faith has made you well. 7° Go in peace.”8:49 While he was still speaking,

someone from the synagogue ruler’s ! house came and said, “Your daughter is

dead; do not trouble the teacher any longer.” 8:50 But when Jesus heard this, he

told 1”2 him, “Do not be afraid; just believe, and she will be healed.” > 8:51 Now

when he came to the house, Jesus 1* did not let anyone go in with him except

Peter, John, ' and James, and the child’s father and mother. 8:52 Now they were

all '”¢ wailing and mourning ' for her, but he said, “Stop your weeping; she is not

dead but asleep.” 8:53 And they began making fun 12 of him, because they knew

179 that she was dead. '2° 8:54 But Jesus 2! gently took her by the hand and said,

182 «Child, get up.” 8:55 Her 122 spirit returned, ®¢ and she got up immediately.

Then 8 he told them to give her something to eat. 8:56 Her ¢ parents were

astonished, but he ordered them to tell no one '’ what had happened.

DAY 5: (Read Lk 8: 40-56) A Woman and a little girl.

1. How was the woman healed?

2. What does it say about our relationship to Jes@s

3. For women: Which woman in Chapter 8 do you relg to most? Why

For men: Which man in Chapter 8 do you relate to mst. Why?

Two miracles are interwoven. They masterfully splide what Jesus wants for women.

The woman with a hemorrhage: Because of her affliction she is ostracized fromfamily,

her religion and her place in society. Jesus restber. The woman breaks new ground
concerning the power of Jesus. The healing doedepend upon his word nor even his
awareness. Itis the woman’s faith that createstmduit for his power that heals and saves.
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The little girl: Jesus heals a child of 12 years. Among Jews amjfieled adulthood at 12 Y.
Jesus restores her to life and womanhood.

Jesus establishes the equality of women in therR#igsod. They become disciples and will
become his witnesses, even apostles. They arechbpllesus and restored to the image in
which they were created. He establishes the stdridabelonging to his family. All who are
obedient to his word belong. All are called totgpate in his mission. They are called as
men and women with complementary roles to use tig for the Kingdom.

Fr. Judge remembers an extraordinary woman of falh, Mother Boniface:

B - — | “What is it that made Mother Boniface so attraefvTo meet
Mother Boniface meant that you came away undeswiay of a
most extraordinary personality. | think when | $hig | speak
with caution...You would say that Mother Boniface waes of the
most extraordinary individuals you ever met. Iretwvas she
extraordinary? Mother Boniface never acted apattere is
nothing of affection in her. Mother Boniface wag&ordinarily
simple. She was extraordinarily humble. She wéaserdinarily
self-effacing.

She was a woman of faith, otherwise she would av¢ begun or
carried on the adventures in which she engagedeffersMother
had a great faith because she was simple with Gbe;was direct
with God. She had a great trust in Him...We knowhdis hope.
It was abounding; it was courageous, that is, adopthose moments of anxiety when we are in a
Gethsemani of some kind, when the heavens seemtdeair prayers. That is the kind of hope that
does violence to the Kingdom of Heaven—that tdiegates off their hing€s Fr. Judge.
Conference to Missionary Servants. Jan. 10. 1932.
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